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ADVERTISEMENT: 


As . many of my Friends ved that I 
would take any notice of Mr. Rufſel's Hinte; 
 T think proper to obſerve here, that although 
huis Remarks may not deſerve notice, yet 
the truths contained in the following pages, 
eſpecially in the 2d, gd, and yth Letters, de- 
ſerve to be known: and it is a conviction 

of their importance to the further progreſs 

| of pure and genuine Chriſtianity, that induces 
* me to take this occaſion of laying them before 
_ * - — the Public. If the Reader have patience to go 
* through the firſt Letter, which, though upon 
matters of leſſer moment, I was under a neceſ. 
ſity of writing to clear the way for what follows, 

1 hope he will find ſatis faction in the remaining 
part of the Book, and will not think his labour 


loſt in attentively 


„— 
1 
* , 


"Y 
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(3) | 


| Rev. SIR, 


\ LTHOUGH I do not love controverſy on 
_— ſubject, eſpecially on ſubjefts of a 
t as it is not without its uſe; -. 
ad in the he protege ſtate of things is often neceſ- 
ſary, and even unavoidable. I was not forry to 
ſee your Remarks on ence of the Metho- 
&/{s. Nor ſhall I be ſorry. it two or three more 
anſwers to it ſhould make their ance, It 
is Truth, and truth alone, that I ſeek, and truth 
buy never rm, ſuffer by leuten; ; alchou 
may be injured for a time, by falling into t 
hin of inſufficient defenders. Bw, in that 
cafe, God will not fail to raiſe up others, who will 
bs. found more adequate to [Apr important talk. . 
So that, in the end, his cauſe ſhal] 1 3 ö 
quer: for, Truth is great and will 5 
That I have truth on my ſide. 1 have no 
doubt. The careful perufal-of your Hints, bas 
not cauſed me-to alter my ſentiments in any one 
inſtance. Nor would I have taken the leaſt no- 
tice of them had it not been for two reaſons. - 
iſt. I thought it probable that they would fall 
into the hands of — who, not having red 
my Defence, or not being at the pains of com- 
— it with your Remarks, might, from the 
. te circumſtance of their being unanſwered; 
. they were a refu:ation of, at leaſt, ſome 
of the dotrines I had advanced. And 2dly, [ 
* for an * of bringing egal hes 
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ore the public, and of diſcuſſing more at large | 


two or three points, of no ſma}l moment, which -- 
in the former publication, I could but juſt men- 
tion; and Jeſt another occaſion of _ this 
mould not ſoon occur, I think it beſt to embrace 
the preſent. For theſe reaſons, Sir, I again take 


up my pen, and ſhall make it my buſineſs to let 


nothing in your Hints paſs without notice, that 
appears to me, in any wi to merit it. But 
I have too much regard for the public, and for 


the proper uſe of my own time, to reply to every 


thing you have thought proper to advance in your 
ſhilling Pamphlet, the haſty compolition” (as 
you tell us p. 47) of a few:days,?) 
Indeed with regard to. brevity, you yourſelf 
bave facilitated my work not a little. Within 
the firſt fourteen pages of your Defence (you ſay 
p- 6.) there is little that I can object to, your 


reaſoning is cogent and well founded, for it is 


built on the Rock of our ſalvation, Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous, and therefore it will ſtand.” Now 
in the truths contained in theſe.pages, as any 
attentive and judicious reader will eaſily obſerve, 


the foundation is laid of all that is afterward 


advanced, ſo that if theſe ſtand, I have no reaſon 
to fear the ſuperſtrufture that is raiſed thereon 


falling. Add to this, that thoſe parts of my Let- 


ters io which you object are but few, and of the 
reſt you declare yourſelf, p. 4g, to be“ a warm 


aadmirer, and ſincerely wiſh, you ſay, that a ſimi- 


lar -affetion to what (you think) I ſeel for the 


divine Immanuel, who ſhed his blood for our fins 


on Calvary, was univerſally felt by the Prieſts 
and people of this land, and through the whole 


_ Chriſtian world.” - Theſe things being conſidered 


it ſhould ſeem the difference cannot be very 2 
it, 


between us, and that a few pages would ſet 
elſpecially as you promiſe p. 21, that your qjec- 


ons 


(a) __ 
tions '* ſhall be ſtated in a ſpirit of Chriſtian 
love:” and in a fpirit of Chriſtian love I bope 
to conſider and reply to them. 


In this ſpirit, indeed, I truſted I had ſtated and 


laid before the public * objeftions to divers 


particulars contained in Doctor Tatham's Ser- 
mon; but from thzs ſpirit you think I have de- 
farted in the goth page of my publication, and 
this is your firſt objection. Your words are, 
* It giving the lie (as p. go.) be inconſiſtent 
with Che; tian meekneſs, why, then moſt cer- 
tainly you have deviated from thoſe profeſſions- 
you made in the very outſet of your Remarks.” 

am glad, Sir, that even you have found no rea- 
ſon to accuſe me of ſuch a deviation, till I have. 
advanced as far as the goth page, and that this, 
it ſeems, is the only inſtance, you can produce,. 
in the whole book; eſpecially conſidering that 
you yourſelf are not ſure (you ſay) that ſuch. ex- 
preſſions, as I have there uſed, © are wholly in- 


*. conſiſtent with ſuch a temper, ſince, even the- 


* meek Jeſus uſed that ſtyle, with many other 
terms of ſevere reprobation reſpetting the Jews, 
John viii. 55.” I thank you, Sir, for the ex- 


cuſe you make for me. But 1 am not inclined” 
to avail myſelf of it. In matters of this kind Þ 


do not wiſh to plead the example of Jug He 
as Son of the" Father and Lord of the Univerſe, 
might ule language to his ſervants, which thoſe 
ſervants have no right to uſe one towards another. 


Becauſe he there terms the Jews liars, it does 


not follow that we have a right to give our fet. 
low-creatures ſimilar appellations: even as from 
his calling the Phariſees fools and blind, and. 
from his terming Herod. a Fox, we muſt not 
think ourſelves juſtified in ſaying to our brother, 
Thou fool, or in giving the name of Fox. to the 
Ruler of the people, < * | | 
n A 3. But 


* 


> great aſſiduiiy 


03 
But have I, indeed, uſed the fame 2 
towards Dr. T—, which our Lord uſed tow ar 
the Jews? Have I. in plain words, called him 
a liar? Certainly I have not. I am not ſure to 
what ſentence in that page you refer; but J ſup- 


pole it is to the following. You cannot ſin- 
cerely think, (I ſay to the Doctor) that all the 


_ . Methodiſts, Anabaptiſts, and Diſſenters of every 


kind anſwer this deſcription ;” viz. the deſcrip. 
tion. the Doctor had given of them, a eas, | 
* ſelf-taught without power, and ſelf. ordain 


. © without even the appearance of learning, men 
out of the meaneſt profeſſions and loweſt oc- 
 * cupations of life, whom had their hearers a 


fait opportunity of trying, they would find 
* more ignorant and unqualified than themſelves, 
* blind leaders of the blind.” * But /I proceed) 
no doubt you wiſh they did anſwer it; and I 
fear you wiſh, too, to make the nation believe 
it, to make them believe what a perſon of much 
leſs information than you cannot but. know to 
be a lie. Now, Sir, I acknowledge this ſen- 
tence is /cvere, but not more ſo, I think, than the 
ſubject demanded, Such illiberal treatment of 
ſo-many numerdus and reſpectable bodies of 
people; as the Diſſenters of all kinds and Metho- 


| difts are, is inſufferable and deſerves the ſevereſt 
animadverſion. The Doctor could not but know 
That, taking them in general, they were not the 


rſons he deſcribed, and therefore was mexcu- 


fable in repreſenting them to the public in that 


light, eſpecially conſidering the very critical ſtate 


of the nation at that time, and the conſequences 


which, there was every reaſon to apprevend, 
would follow, and which, in fact, did follow, 


upon his charges being repeated in ſo many 
Civ, and publiſhed and ſpread with ſuc 
— the nation. 1 _ 


reſpe 


— 


. 
reſpeRing the Mobs that .roſe in Oxford and 
other places againſt the Methodiſts, not only to 


the deſtruttion of their property but the great 


hazard of their lives. - N 

But let me obſerve, Sir, if you have a right, 
from what I have advanced in that page, to ſay 
I gave Dr. T-—, the lie, it is probable, before 
I bave done, I ſhall give you equal ground of 
complaint, reſpecting my treatment o 


1 for © had; you uſed (you ſay) ſuch 
language to me, perſonally, moſt probably 
neither your ſanRity nor even your age would 
have prevented 77 from receiving, what your 
behaviour would ſo juſtly merit,—a &nock-down 
* argument, not from my tongue, but from an 
* inſtrument which, perhaps, would make a 
more ſenſible impreſſion of its weight and. 
„power. I preſume you mean your %%, a 
bludgeon, or a piſtol. 1 fear, Sir, you are be. 
ginn:ng already, although only in the 2d page of 
your work, to depart from that ſpirit of meckneſs 
and love in which you promiſed to ſtate your 
objettions, and that in a manner and degree in 
which the example of Chriſt cannot be pleaded 
in your juſtification. For although he termed 


the Jews lars, he never knocked any of them, 


down. And 1 fear too, that you are, (to uſe th 
Apoſtle's expreſſion, Tit. i. 7.) /oon angry, d 
that it is not an unuſual thing with you to come 
upon thoſe that affrom you with theſe, * knock 
down arguments.“ It is well for me that I happen 
to be ſituated at ſuch a diſtance from you, other- 
wife I might well write this reply to your Hints 
with fear and trembling... ' 
It was very unfortunate that you ſhould fall 


into this miſtake at your very entrance on your 


work, and at the very time when you were abont 
a to 


vourſelfl, 
and then I may have reaſon to dread the con- 


* 


l * 
1 = 


(8) 

to+entreat us © not to deſpiſe your youth.“ For 
my purt, Sir, 22 you were an entire ſtranger 
to me, and I never heard your name mentioned 
before I ſaw it on the Title: page of your book; 
yet as you were a Mini/ter of the eftabliſhed 
church, and a perſon Who had been at the pains, 
not only carefully to 7 4 but even to favour 
me with your Remarks on my Letters, I felt 
my mind mach diſpoſed to reſpe& you, and to 
' repreſent you to the public in a favourable point 
of view. Indeed, Sir, it is natural for us to wiſh 
our opponents to be viewed by the world as per- 
ſons worthy of reſpect; for ſhould we have the 
advantage over them in the field of controverſy, 
the more eminent they are, the greater will be 
the reputation we gain by the conqueſt ; or if we 
be worſted; it is ſurely more to our credit to be 
foiled by wi/e men than by fools. It was there, 
- fore my intereſt to have you regarded as aperſon 
of charaRer, and it is quite unpleaſing to ſee you 
debaſing yourſelf in this manner, in the very ad 
page of our work. Some of your readers will 
ubtlefs infer, from what you have ſaid, that you 
are, what St. Paul calls, a Serifer, and therefore 
unfit for the Paſtdral Office, while your advice 
w us not to- deſpiſe your youth,“ becomes to 
all more difficult to be taken. For as Cow per 

juſtly obſerves, ſpeaking, of the Clergy, 


„We venerate the man whoſe heart is warm 
* Whoſe hands are pure, whofe doctrine and. 
w hoſe life, > 

© Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 

* FThat he is hpneft in the ſacred cauſe. 
To ſuch we render more than mere reſpe& 


Me ations ſay that they rab themſelves." 


ESD ; 
| Indeed this is the meaning of the Apoſtle“s 


exhoriation to Timothy in the paſſage to which | 


you refer, 1 Epiſtle iv. 12. He means ſo con- 
duct thyſelf that no man may have an % to 
deſpiſe thee for thy youth,” for he , but be 
thou an example of the believers, in word, in con- 
ver/ation, in charity. (that is love) in ſpirit, in 
. faith, in purity. Ita vive, { live (ſays Grotius) 

ita te gere, /o conduct thyſelf (ſays Piſcator,) ne 


merito contemni poſſis, Aar thou may not be de- 


| Servedly deſpiſed. What" is wanting in thy age 


make. up, (ſays Eraſmus and Sculetus) 

gravity of thy behaviour, the innocence. of thy lafe, 
and the excellence of thy doArine, I am: ſorry, 
Sir, you ſhould thus overlook the obvigus:mean- 


ing of the Text, for had you attended-+to it, as 
you, ſeem very deſirous your readers ſhould not 

ieby detraft from the 
weight of your arguments, you doubtleſs would 


deſpiſe your youth, and 


have been more careful ſo to condu& yourſelf, in 
this controverſy, as to give them no cauſe to deſ- 


piſe it. The above is not the only inſtance, ii 


which you degrade yourſelf in the eyes of your 
readers. The repreſentation you give of yourſelf, 


p. 5+ with © the ſpruce head of a modern young 


Cleric,” leſſens you alſo not a little. What you 


may preciſely mean by this. ſingular phraſeology, 1 
am not fas, Bia — * it, it brooght 
to my mind the above mentioned: Poet's — 
cription of a modern young Clergyman, whom 
he repreſents, how juſtly "ve, have daily evi- 


dence, as Ts 
—* Looſe in morals, and in manners vain, 

In converſation, frivolous, in dreſs "I 

Extreme, at once rapacious and profuſe, 

Frequent in park, with Lad at fs ſide, 
Ambling and pratiling ſcanda 


| as he goes, 
was 


— 


a — — — ——— 9 — — — — — -— — we 


to tru 


A to conſider whether it wou 
affix your name to your reply, or to conceal it.“ 


e (10) 


- Bat rare at home, and never at his Books, 


Or with his Pen, ſave when he ſcrawls a card: 
| Conſtant at routs, familiar with a round © 1 

Of Ladyſhips; a ſtranger to the poor, 

Ambitious of preferment for its gold. 

And well prepar'd, by ignorance and ſloth, 
By infidelity and love of world, 2 

To make God's work a Sinecure; a ſſave 
To his own pleaſure and his Patron's pride.“ 


This deſcription, however cannot ſuit. you. You 


undoubtedly. are ſometimes at your books, and 
that you can and do uſe your pen for other pur- 


poſes than writing Cards to Ladies, this 
_ preſent publication is a full proof. Therefore, 


- muſt caution _ of our 2 — not 
now you, inſt conceiving the idea of your 

— 2 to —— — | 
Poet deſcribes. And as I find it would give me 
an unfair advantage over you, an — 1 do 
not with, I muſt, before we proceed any further, 
beg leave to put off thoſe ** fapient. locks of a. 
full Cauliflower Perriwig. with which you have 
kindly and reſpectfully adorned me, and for your 


comfort, muſt aſſure you that, though I have been 


upwards of twenty years in the Miniſtry, my head 
15 neither rn.» age, nor am 12 perſon ol 
that venerable appearance your imagination has 


painted me to be. If I prevail againſt you, as 1 


certainly hope to do, the victory muſt be aſcribed, 

"4 and argument,. * ta a hoary head. 

or a Perriuig. —— 2 
I preſume, Sir, if. you had known theſe thi 

beforehand, you would not have been in ſoch 

great perplexity, as we find * in the 4th page. 

d be moſt proper to 


The reaſon of this perplexity you give us... 2 
125 | 61 
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« the world, you ſay, were to know that it was' 
« written: by a young man in obſcurity, it migtit 
have leſs weight with them, or the motives of his 
conduct may be more cenſured, than if he pub- 
« liſhed under anonymous ſecrecy.” - The world, 
Sir, I dare ſay, will allow your reply all the weight 
it has, and as to the motives of your conduct, I 
hardly think they would have been much ſuſ- 
pefted, had you not, in one of your Notes, giv- 
en an hint of your deſire for preterment. And, 
1 think, thoſe that have it in their power, and 
wiſh well to the Church, ſhould give you a Liv- 
ing; were it only for your kind intentions, and the 
encouragement of ſuch as may hereafter be diſ- 
poſed to engage in the ſame ſervice, for you un- 
doubtedly meant, amidſt all your infirmines, to 
ſerve her as well as your/elf. And if you have 
failed of your purpoſe, your head and not your 
heart is in the fault. In a matter of this kind they 
might take the au for the deed. » 
| But to return: For the above-mentioned red. 
ſons, after we have read on the Title-page, A fetw 
Hints for the confideratzon-of Methodiſts and other + 
Diſſenters, by William Ruſſel, Curate of Perſhore, 
we are given to underſtand page 4, that this ſame 
William Rufſel has determined to conceal his 


name]! When, in peruſing your Pamphlet, I 


came to this paragraph, I was put to a full ſtop, 
and had J not learnt from a friend juſt come from 


Worceſterſhire, that there certainly was ſuch a 


place as Perſkore, and ſuch à perſon as William 
Ruſſel, who was Curate there, I ſhould have con- 
cluded that the name of the perſon, at leaſt, was 
fictitious, and that the real Author of the Publi- 
ation lay concealed. | 3 
It is true, in a Note, which we find at the end 
of your book, we learn that, although you had. 
at firſt really © intended to conceal yourſelf _ 
. 4 e 


8: G) 
[ 4 N 0 . ; 
| the ſignature of a Minter of the Church of Eg. 
| land, yet you afterwards . your en | 
| in conſequence of the remonſtrance of a friend, 
f ö who urged that as you had thought proper © to 
IB u make a perſonal aitack upon an individual, as 
5 | % well as to cenſure a collective body, it would 
| i he acting cowardly not to-avow your name and 
- * reſidence.” But is it not amazing that you had 
| not the prudence to keep all this to yourſelf? and 
=. after, you had determined, contrary to your firſt 
| reſolution, not to turn out this your firſt begotten 
child inio the wide world © in an orphan- like 
charatter,“ as you expreſs it, forlorn and unpro- 
tefled, but to affix. your name to the Title- page, 
that you did not firike out the above-mentioned | 
paragraph? But J ſuppoſe, as you had written 
u., and it was now become one of the Members 
of your ou beloved child, you could not find in 
your heart 10 ſuffer an amputatzon of what ſeemed 
.a part of the whole, although now ſuperfluous, - 
and rather an excreſcence than a member ; but re- 
ſolved, ſhould the Prefs labour ever fo: much at 
the unnatural birth, and mankind be ſhocked ever 
ſo greatly at the monſtrous production, to fend it 
abroad in the very ſtate in which it firſt ſhewed 
uſelf under the forming hand of its genuine father 
and creator. rp, lot Fi 2 


— 
— 


But I will not bear too hard upon you, eſpe- 
cially as you are young in years, and“ this is the 
fir ſt time you have, ventured to declare yourſelf 
an Author, &c.“ and, in the judgment of moſt 
of your readers, I believe, quite ſoon enough. 
Nor will 1 entirely diſappoint the hope and truſt, 
you ſo ſeriouſly expreſs, that your Hints, onee in 

danger of being diſowned, but at laſt happily- _ 
- flared, - ſhall be candidly- conſidered and favour- 
ably treated. Nevertheleſs I think what you ob- 
ſerve, and what will readily be allowed, = to- 
Es their 
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their © not being the'reſilt'of deep and long con- 
tinued meditation, but the haſty compoſi ion of a 


few days,” will not weigh much, with the more 


jadicioas of your readers, to procure from them the 
* favourable opinion you ſolicit. A youn 
man, of little reading and little knowledge, who 
judgment is not yet matured, ſhould not be for- 


d 
Wag to give to the world © the haſty compoſition 


of a few days?“ It would better become him to 


follow the direction of the judicious heathen" in 
this caſe, to whoſe advice if you had attended. 
you would have ſpared me the labour of moſt, if 
not all of theſe remarks, and yourſelf, perhaps, 
ſome mortiſication and pain of mind. 


Si quid tamen olim 


£221 Scripſeris, in Meſtt deſcendat judicis aures; 


— nonum prematur in annum, 
 Membranis intus poſitis, delere licebit | 
Quod non edideris, Neſcit vox miſſa reverti. 


There are many other inconſiſtencies in your 
remarks which could only have prodeeded from 
your want of attention, and great hafteto ap- 
pear in public, as an Author. For inſtance, you 
tell me abruptly, in your firſt remark, where yo 
charge nie with giving Dr. T-—, the ie, and 
departing from my ptoſeſſion of Chriſtian meek. 
neſs, that 1 have run counter to the maxims ot 


—_ politeneſs and a precept of courtefy en - 
joined t 


y St, Peter, and that if 4 had made uſe of 
ſach-Janguage to you in perſon, moſt probably 
you would have knocked me down: that * the 


expreſſion was illiberal, and when written and 


ſent to the prels certainly iniplied no ſmall ſhare” 


of rancour.” And then you immediately ſay, 
that'* perſonal invective is not your object + that 
you have not authority for uſing ſuch language, 

« | 4 X B | 


* having 


( 14. ) 3 


** having never heard my name mentioned but 
once, and then in terms of the higheſt re ſpect,“ 
and that now having, read m Pamphlet vou 
have not the leaſt reaſon to think the repreſen- 
tation of my character a falſe one; in ſhoit that 
your © veneration for me is increaſed, and that 
© you even wiſh to be, (to uſe your own'phraſe- 
* ology) it not altogether as I am, yet in a great 
. * meature paitaking of my likeneſs, both in 
learning and piety.” - Now, Sir, what am I to 
think of this? How happens it that, you thus ſend 
> forth bitter water and /zweet; at one and the ſame 
time, from one and the ſame fountain? Had 
ou made uſe of the one kind of language in the 
ginning, and of the other towards the conclu- 
ſion of your Pamphlet, or had a few pages inter- 
vened, it would have been leſs wonderful, but 
that you ſhould thus blow kot and cold at one 
breath, is indeed aſtoniſhing. 4 
Again (p. 15.) you aſſure us that what I have 
advanced is, 4 ſuch traſh and falſchood,” that 
u can eaſily refute it by the help of. your natu- 
ral faculties without the aid of divine illumination. 
And yet it ſeems the reading of this © traſh and 
falſehood,” greatly increaſed your veneration for 
its Author! This, Sir, is but a ſmall ſpecimen of 
the numberleſs inconſiſtencies that preſent them- 
: ſeives in your Letters; inconſiſtencies which lay 
very great obſlacles, in the way of thoſe, that 
may be diſpoſed to comply with your earneſt re- 
queſt, and * not to deſpiſe your youth.” But to 
drop this, and come io matters of more ſerious 
diſcuſſion. 1 th ; Ei, 
„Within the firſt fourteen pages of my Let- 
ters you find nothing, you ſay, liable to objection 
ve one little circumſtance. * In treating (you 
1 p. 6.) upon the integrity of the Socinian 
Teachers. — Here let me ſtop you, Sir, I am 
. | not 
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not treating on the Integrity of the Socinian 


Teachers. T-only mention one inſtance of the 


integrity of ſome of them, by the by, with a view 
to illuſtrate and prove a certain point, which io, 
that not the ability nor integrity of any Teacher 
merely, but the Holy Scriptures alone, are the 
proper teſt of a doctrine. This is the ſubjett I 
ara- conſidering in that paſſage, and this only. 
But to permit you to proceed. In treating on 
_ * the Integrity of the Socinian Teachers, you ſay, 
that ſome of them have given unequivocal 
« proofs of that, by renouncing their temporal 
* emoluments in the _ TE I deem 
« this, (you add) no proof at all of their integrity, 
and 105 theſe! hed. reaſons, 1. Beckuſe they 
did not renounce thoſe advantages with the cer- 
* tain aſſurance of poverty on account of their 
_ « profeſſing ſuch tenets, but with a probable hope 
of their acquiring much more.” This, Sir, 
remains to be — and till it be, my ar 
abides in full force. But you * think I cannot 


6 give you an inſtance where theſe expectations 
«6 


ave-not been realized by the emoluments they 
have derived from the ſale and rental of Pews, 
„c. When you have fully proved that ſuch 
expectations did really exiſt, previous to their 
relinquiſhing their benefices, then I will confider 
about inſtances. But you have another reaſon to 

ive why their renouncing their emoluments in 


the Church is no proof ot their integrity. © It is 


but a virtue, you ſay, proceeding from neceſ- 
* fity ; for as ſuch opinions are incompatible 
« with the eſtabliſhed miniſtry of the land, th 

* would of * courſe be compelled to relinquiſh 
* their benefices, and therefore they renounce 
„what they will not be ſuffered to hold any 


* longer.” Here I wiſh you had been a lutle. 


more explicit. Do 1 that a man's —_ 
N 8 


l 
er that his propagating. ſuch. opinions is incom- 


patible with the eſtabliſhed miniftry,? And hat 
do you intend by the latter , clauſe, incompatible 

with the gſtabliſied miniſtry ? Is it ſynonymous 
with the following, ſhall. be compelled to relinquiſh 
their benefices? Put what interpretation upon 
your words you pleaſe, you will not find it eaſy 
to prove your point, viz. that whenever Miniſters 
of the eſtabliſhed church hold or propagate the 
peculiar opinions of Socinus, they are compelled 
to relinquiſh their benefices. In the former. caſe 
they have only to keep their opinions to them- 
ſelves, and then they cannot, be expelled for what 
is kept a ſecret from every one, and as to the 
latter, their avowing and propagating their opi- 
vions, I think you willl nat be able to produce 
perhaps, one inſtance of any 7 . compelled to 


xelinquiſh his benefice on His account. How 
ver till this be dene my: ent remains in full 
Love, and.yqu-bave, failed-in,fnding the ſmalleſt 


da in the contexture of it. I am, Rev. Sit, 
your. ſriend. and, ſer vant in Chriſt, 5 1 


JosErH BRN N. 
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Rev. 8 1 R. 


AVING, in the former Leiter, found four, 

. teen pages of my Detence unexceptionable, 
and full of * cogent and.well funded reaſoning,” 
as you have confefſed, we pals on to a paſlage in, 
the 4th page, which o ave much bj 5 tion 


to, and which I ſuſpect chiefly ſtirred you up to 


make your animadverſions on my pamphlet. In, 
that page I had propoſed this queſtion * Do you, - 
e « ſuppoa 
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© ſuppoſe that an acquaintance with ancient or 
modern learning, that ſkill in languages, &c, 
can give an ungodly man a right to teach god- 
« lineſs ?? To this queſtion 1 bave given, as 

ou obſerve, a flat negative, and have alſo fub- 
oined, No, nor the impoſition of a Biſhop's 
1 neither.” In this aſſettion, you ſay, I am 
wrong. For, © a Biſhop, you affirm, can give 
« an ungodly man a. right to teach godlineſs.“ 
Now, Sir, either you or I are greatly miſtaken, 
and, it is of conſequence to know which of us it 
is. Obſegve, Sir, the queſtion is not, whether 
a Biſhop can, according to the Lars of the land, 
give an ungodly man a right to receive Tythes 
and other rewards of a public Teacher of Chriſt 


teach as a School-Maſter, or private or public 
Lecturer on Divinity, or any other Science ? 
But whether; according to the laws of the Lord 
-Feſus Chriſt, he has authority to inveſt him with 
the ſacred office of a M:nifter of the Goſpel, and 
ſend him into the ſheepfold as a Paſtor over the 
flock of Chriſt 9* | E £86 


Now, Sir, tha be has no Vl authority; 1 


am bold to ſay, I have irretragably proved from 
p. 11, to the 17th of my Letters; nay from p. 11, 
to the 15th, © the cogent and well founded rea- 
ſoning of which ” you yourjelf have already ac- 
knowledged, declaring, * that it ſhall fland, be- 
* cauſe it is built on the rock of our Salvation 
„ Jeſus Chriſt the righteous.” All the particu- 
lars, which I have diltinlly named and proved 
from che New Teſtament to be Sential to the 
character of a Chriſtian Miniſter, as divine illu- 
mination, a birth from above, à condudt accordin 


to the Goſpel, and the preſence and bleſſing of the 


ior d Jeſus, neceſſarily imply and require god i-. 


neſs in the very naure of them, and can have no 
"= f 4 | B 4 Place 


— Or whether he can authorize" him to 
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lace whatever in an ungodly man. What, Sir! 
is an ungodly man ſupernaturally enlightened and 
led by the Spirit of God? Has an ungodly man 
learned Chriſt, in the only way in which he can 
be learned ? Has he put off the old man and | 
put on the new, and is he renewed in the ſpirit 4 * 
his mind? Is has conduct according to the Goſ- 
pel, and is the Lord Jeſus preſent with ſuch an 
one? Ho is it then, Sir, that after you have 
ſeen and confeſſed © the cogency of the reaſon · 
ing contained in theſe pages, and affirmed, ** thay 
it would ſtand, becauſe it was built upon a rock, 
that you yourſelf ſhould be the firſt to contradift 
 - your own aſſertions, and to try to overthrow it 
in the only point it goes to eſtabliſh ? But, de- 
nd upon it, I ſhall not let you go thus. I ſhall 
ind you down to admit the concluſion, as you 
have already allowed the premiſes. I reduce 
you. therefore, to this dilemma: either own you 
were miſtaken, in ſaying my reaſaning was co- - 
gent, and well founded, and would ſtand; or ac- 
knowledge you were wrong in ſuppoſing that a 
Biſhop has a right, according to the Laws of 
| Cn to appoint an ungodly man to preach the 
pe 13 5 4-4 | ; 
As I ſuppoſe my Letters are in the poſſeſſian 
of moſt or all of thoſe, into whoſe hands this will 
come, therefore I forbear r the prooſs 
gs of 


there produced. But the p Scripture I 
— are a demonſtration, that God has given 


no ungodly man a right to preach the Goſpel. 
Indeed, an ungodly man cannot preach it, at leaſt, 
not properly, for he does not 4now it. An un- 
godly man is a natural man, but a natural man 
| —_—_ not the jar God, and cannot know 


, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, dil. 
cerned by the light of that Spirit which he has 
not. How then is it poſſible he cg. 


(ww ) 
them ? Can he teach what he does not know ? 
Again: to preach the Goſpel, or, as I had ex- 
preſſed it, to teach r is, at leaſt, to teach 
the true knowledge of God, But an ungodly 
man, according to St. John, 1 Epiſtle ii. g, 4. 
ordained or unordained, does not #now God him- 
ſelf, and therefore cannot teach the knowledge 
of him to others. Nay, David's words imply, 
not only that he is not authorized to teach, but that 
| he is expreſsly prokibited. Unto the wicked, God 
faith, What haſt thou td do to declare my Statutes, 
or that thou ſhouldeſt take my covenant into thy 
mouth ? Seeing ticu hateſt inſlruction, and = 
eth my words behind thee Now, Sir, can the 
impoſition of a Biſhop's hand give a man a right 
to run counter to the plain, dofitive, and 
will of God ? I think you will not be ſo hardy 
as to affirm it. 325000 
And pray, Sir, what ſays St. Paul upon this 
ſubjet? He, you know, gives Timothy and 
Titus directions, at large, reſpecting the charac- 
zers of thoſe they were to in as Elders or 
Biſhops (I ſhall ſhew you by and by, that theſe 
appellations were uſed inditferently of the /ame 
per ſons) does he make any exceptions in favour 
of any that were ungodly, or authorize them 19 
ordain any ſuch ? I believe not. 4 Bſhop (ſays - 
he, 1 Tim. iii. 2.) muſt be blamele/s, vigilant, + 
ſober, of good behaviour, apt to teach, not given 
to wine, -no firiker, not greedy of filthy lucre : 
but patient, not a brawter, not covetous; one that - 
ruleth well lis own houſe, having his children in 
ſubjedion with all gravity ; not a nouice, (negulay 
a young convert) {e/t,. being lifted up with pride, 
he fall into the condemnation of the Devil. More- 


over, he muſt have a good report of them which 
are without, (muſt bear a fair, unblemiſhed cha- 
racter in the eye of the world,) 4% he fall into 


reproach, 
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" #eproach, and the ſnare of the Devil, He gives 
| Acton, exact] — Titus, (chap. 4 5s) 
For this cauſe (lays he) I left thee in Crete, that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the. things that are 
wanting, and ordain Elders (termed alſo Biſhops 
verſe 7.) in every city. I any be blameleſs, lau- 
ing fatthful children, not — of riot or unruly; 
for a Brſhop (the ſame perſon termed an Elder 
before) 2 U blameleſs as tlie ſteward of God ; 
not /elf-willed, nor ſoon angry, not given to wine, 
no ſtriker, not gruen to filthy lucre ; but a loves 
of hoſpuality, a lover of good men, ſober, juſt, 
ly, temperate, holding faſt the faithful word, 

as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 

| found dofrine, both to exhort, and to convince l 

| the gainſayers, Nay, Sir, even the Deacons, Who 

| were properly. only Stewards of their temporal 
| matters, although ſome of them preached ſtatedly, 

BE (1 Tim. iii. 8.) were to be grave, not double- 


' tongued, not given to much wine, nor greedy of 

filthy lucre, holding the myſtery of the faith in a 

| Pure conſcience, and they were firſt to be proved, 
or admitted on trial, and then, if found blamele/5, 


were 10 uſe the office of a Deacon. And what 
demonſtrates ſtill more of what immenſe impor. 
tance the Apoſtle conſidered piety and virtue, 
and how indiſpenſably neceſſary they were to the 
charatters of all that miniſtered in holy things, 
or drew near to God, even the Deacons' wives 
were to be grave, /ober, and faithful in all things. 
Now theſe directions he gave them. (verſe 15.) 
that {hey might know how they ought to behave 
themſelves in the houſe of God, which ts the 
church of the liuing God, And chap. v. 21. 
charges Timothy before God, the. Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and the elect Angels, to obſerve theſe things, 
without' preferring one before: another, or doin 
'@ny thing'by partiality; Commanding him withal 


- * —— — — — — 
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to 
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to Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, neither (by ſo 


doing, nor by ordaining the ungodly) to be par- 
taker of other men's fins, but to keep humſelf 
ure. | 
Now, Sir, ſhall your bare aſſertion that I am 
wrong, ſtand againit all this complicated proof ? 
Your bare aſſertion I ſay, for I muſt inſiſt that 
you do not offer the ſhadow of an argument. * If 
« you had ſaid, (you proceed,) a Biſhop could 
not give an ungodly man a right to teach un- 
« god({ine/s, I would admit the verity of your 
* alſertion, for a Biſhop has no ſuch power com- 
* mitted to him.” Alas! Sir, is this all? Can 
you allow no more? Yes, you muſt- and will 
allow more, before I have done with you. A 
Biſhop, - then, you think, “ has not a power 
* committed to him, to give an ungodly man a 
right to teach wngod/:ne/s, but he has the you 
* er,” (yes, Sir, I allow, if he be a truly, Chri/- 
tian Biſhop, under God, he has the power) to 
* ſend men out to teach godlineſs. But what 
Kind of men? To make your argument of an 
force you ſhould have ſaid — men, For of 
this one thing we were ſpeaking, and this was the 
ſole matter in debate between us. But when it 
came to the point, this you were aſhamed to ſay, 
in expreſs words, and therefore droppin the ode. 
ous Epithet, although your argument abſolute! 
required it io be inſerted, you ſimply faid, 
Biſhop. has power to ſend men out to teach godli. 
neſs; a ſentiment I never called in queſtion. 
Ah ! Sir, what pitiful ſhuffling is this ? Not- 
withſtanding that, (as you tell us you never had 
the advantage of an Uniyerſity education, and 
therefore probably never learned Logic; yet com- 
mon ſenſe ſhould teach you not to {hitt the terms 
of the queſtion in this manner. You muſt give 
we leave to reſtore them, aud then your propoſi- 
| L | nion 
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tion is, © a Biſhop has a power committed to 


him to ſend out ungodly men to teach godlineſs.” 
Now, Sir, I aſk how you prove this? By whom 


is this power committed? By Cod or the De. 


vil ? And where ſhall we find the charter that 
conveys it ? - Among the recoids of Heaven or 
thoſe of Hell? 8 | e; 


Wbile you are conſidering how to anſwer 


theſe important queſtions,” I will give you an in- 
timation of what you are not aware. In gronting 
that a Biſhop cannot give an ungodly man a right 
10 teach ungodlineſs, you in fact grant, that he 


cannot ſend him ont to teach at all, I mean as a 


AT of Chriſt; For if he go out to teach at 
all, he will teach ungodling/s, by precept, or ex- 
ample, or both. This Jeſus Chriſt Nel has 


16[tified, He that is not with % (lays he) ts again 


me, and he that gathereth not with me ſcattereth, 
The {ending out an ungodly man as a ſhepherd 
of ſouls, with an injunction not to teach ungod.- 
neſs, is like letting looſe a wolf among ſheep, 


-with n not to tear or kill any of them: 


or the ſending a man that has the plague into a 
populous Town, or large concourſe of people, 
With a command not to infect any of them. Or, 


 *which, may come yet nearer to the point, it ma 
.be compered to the admitting a perfon, who ts 


uttecly ignorant both of diſorders and their reme- 


dies, and is himſelf fick of an inſectious diſeaſe, 


to pracliſe as a Phyſician. Having gotten his 
Diploma, he is held in reputation and treated 


wiih reſpect. He viſits of courſe, family aſter 


family, where ſome are fick and others in health, 


gives advice and wiites preſcriptions. The con- 
bre of this is, that if he happen by acci- 
dent, to cure any of thoſe that are f 

more of them, while through the contagious dif- 
order upon himſelf, he ſpreads infection _— 


ck, he kil's 


bring forth good fruit! And if his doctrine be” 


„nul,“ (you, 2975 457 but poor Priſcian, 


among. thole that ; are more influenced by exam- * 
ple — recept.” And can you tell us WD 


692 } 8 


- all that-are well, and leaves. on and, death b 
behind him in every bowl ener . oy, ; 


ſhews, Sir, that ſo far from going beyond, the 

truth, in the poſition with which you And fault, 

1 hardly came up to it. So far from ſayi 2 

much, 1 rather ſaid too little. , 1 mig hi 

affirmed, not only that a Biſhop has no i pit, to 

admit an ungodly man into 1 ſacred 0 4 

the Miniſtry, but that he has no right te ada 

an unconverted, unregenerate, Or unrenewed. "matt. 

See Matt, xvii g. John iii. 98, and Eph. iv., 

21—24. But this Ianguage, however Seriptur: 

is now become. Arabic to many profeſſors "of 

Chriſtianity, both Clergy and Lay in 2 

kingdom. 
"Yau are of opinion, however, that * a pru-* 

dent Biſhop would not, knowingly appoint a, 

„bad man to the ſacred office, leſt, bis life" 

* might give the lie to his doQrine,” might give 

the lie, Sir! What! is it a matter of do t whe- 

ther it would or not? If fo, his doclxine muſt be | 
as bad as his fe. ,. A bad man, Sir, I preſume, 


hn a bad life. For how, can a corrupt thts 


not bad too, there muſt be an inconſiſtency be-* - 
tween them, and they mult give the lie, the one,” 

to the other. But to let you proceed, Leſt, as 
« his life might gi ive the lie to his dofrine, it * 
to uſe your own ExPr 10h, muſt, have, a blow by * 
the by) “ if not render all his labours abo tive, 

* at leaſt, weaken the efficacy. of moſt of them, 


are not? Has not example more influence than 
precept upon all ? ee it has, and if a man 
were to preach like an Are angel; if he were to. 


utter the moſt glorious truths and-i in the moſt elo- 


quent ! 
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qpent manner, it would have but little eſfet᷑t upon” 


thoſe that new him, if his conduct were un- 


worthy. of his profeſſion. But if he teach 
* ſound dodtrine, though he fhould live a lie—it 
* will not free his hearers from their obligations 
* to obſerve what be inculcates.” I grant, Sir, 
that his breaking the Laws of God, will not free 
the people, that have the. misfortune to be en- 
truſted to his care, from their obligations to een 
thoſe Laws ; even as a Wolf's tearing the ſheep, 
will not give the ſheep a right to tear one ano- 
Qer, or a Phyſician's communicating infection, 
or preſcribing poiſon, when he ſhould adminiſter 
Medicine and tranſmit health, will not give his 
Patients authority to infed or 42 one another. 
But what has this to do with a Biſhop's right 
to ordain an ungodly man for a Miniſter, Be- 
cauſe a. Wolt's tearing the ſheep,” gives the ſheep 
no authority to tear one another; is it therefore 
lawful for an Under Shepherd, whoſe dun the 
ſheep are not, and who therefore has little con- 
cern for their welfare, to appoint a Wolf to watch 
over them: becauſe forſooth, he happened to be 
related to, or to meet with one that is out of bread, 


and promiſes to do the work for. ſmaitl wages? 


And when the ſheep are torn or ſtattered, will the 

chief Shepherd, when he appears and enquires 
for his ſheep, admit of ſuch reaſoning as yours in 
excuſe? Wil it ſuffice to ſay, I was 
inveſted with authority by thee, to appoint thoſe 
I thought proper to watch over thy flock : There- 
tore I appointed this wolf in ſheep's cloathing, 
aſſuring him his buſineſs, was, not to tear and 
ſcatter, but only to feed and preſerve? I am 


forry the conſequences have not been ſuch as one 


would wiſh. I am ſorry the ſheep are torn and 
ſcattered : but it cannot, be my fault, for 1 ap- 
pointed a wolf to ſave them, It is4rue the wolf” 
3 negledted 


25) a 

negletted his duty. He neither led them after 
him into green paſtures, nor conduded them to 
the fall wateri ; nay, nor did he ſcel Mat which 


went aſtray, unleſs it were to devour it, nor des + 


fend thoſe that remained unlefs to deſtroy them: 
but fas your, langu ge is in a ſimilar caſe) * What! 
does the bleſſing o God among the theep,” (viz. 
their ſafety, health arid growth) © depend on the 
virtue of the ſhepherd ?” Or will the iniquity 
of this wolf, © their Paſtor, deprive the flock of 
* the loving-kindneſs of the Lord? Shame on 
% the man that would brook an, idea capable of 
* ſuch an interpretation! Let him bluſh that 
* would utter a ſentence which would admit of 
* ſuch an unmerciful — that would 
intimate that the flock might not be equally ſafe 
aud happy under the care of a wolf, fuppoling 
Him to be int ſheep's clothing, GRE at of the 
moſt ſkilful and diligent fhephert ! 
if this reafoning be extremely abſurd, then is all 
you ſay on this head only like weaving the ſbidey t 
web for clothing, or-hatching the cockatrice's eggs 
for tovd, Your webs ſhall not become garments, 
and he that eateth of /uch eggs dicth. | 
But (you ſay 'P- .) * you have admitted your- 
« felf that the duty of mankind is, not to be led 
by the ability and integrity of their Teachers, 
but to enquire if the doArime they teach be 


A ttue; and if fo, then to practiſe what, after 


i ſach enquiry, they find to be right and the way 


* of truth.“ True: and what then? What do 


you infer from this? Becauſe mankind' are not 
. implicitly to obey their Teachers, as Dr. 7 

med to inſſauate, under à notion that they are 
men of ability and integrity, but are to ſearch the 
Scriptures and judge fot Therafiloes, therefore it 
is lawful to appoint” perſons, irit and be- 
a taviour e rait | WP are debt of integ- 


rity 


ow, Sir, * 
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rity and ability, to overſee and. feed the flock of 

r 3 
But you boy p. 27. (for I wiſh to bring all you 
advance, without order or regularity, in different 
parts of your Pamphlet upon this ſubject, into one 
point of view) though * it cannot be denied that 
* perſons manifeſtly unholy offer themſelves as 
* candidates for. Holy Orders and are admitted, 
* thereto; yet where does the fault lie? Neither 
in the Biſhop alone nor in the ſacred body at 

large: but in the people.” In the people, Sir ?. 
What have the people to do with it? Do they, 
chooſe their own Miniſters, or nominate, in ge- 
neral, the perſons they wiſh to be ordained to 
ſerve them? Are they conſulted ? or is their 
conſent more or leſs aſked or expected? No: 
by no means. It is no difficult matter, Sir, to 
ſay where this fault lies. It hes 1ft. in thoſe that 
ſign the Teſtimonials of ſuch Candidates, whe- 
ther Heads of , Houſes, Tutors and Fellows in the 
Univerſity, or. Redtors, Vicars and Curates, in 
other places; who ſign them, I ay, either with- 
out being aſſured from their own knowledge, that 
| theſe Candidates are pious and vittuous perſons, 
and perſons well qualified for the ſacred office.; 
or more eſpecially if they have reaſon to believe, 
as is too often the caſe, ag ney are gquile the 
_ reverſe, Propane, immoral, and unacquainted 
with thoſe great iruths of the Goſpel, wluch they, 
undertake to teach the people. Again 2dly, the. 
fault lies in the Brſhops them/elves, whenever they 
ordain perſons, of whoſe want of Piety and Vir- 
tue they have manifeſt 25 N ie net 
But you ſay, The: Church bath provided 
„Laws to guard againft ſuch eyils. For each 

« perſon who is to be admitted a Candidate for 
« Holy Orders, m ee ſexclubve of his - 

« Teſtimonial, ſigned by three reſpettable Clergy- 


A. men, 


hls 
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men, or from his College,) a Paper called a 
Si quis, which is to be publiſhed in his Pariſh- 
Church, that if any perſons know any thing to 
* alledge againſt him which may diſqualify him 
* for that office he may not impoſe upon bis 
Dioceſan and ſurreptitiouſly take orders.“ A 
wy good Law this indeed, Sir, but what avails 
it if it be not put in execution? But you pro- 
_ Whenever ſuch accuſation has 1 laid 
** before a Biſhop, I challe ou or any man to 
„ produce a 2. * chars 1 have 
5 line conferred upon that perſon without the 
* Allegations being proved falſe or malicious, or 
* till — time have elapſed wherein the Delin- 
quent hath ſhewn evident ſigns of contrition by 
amendment of life,” I preſume, Sir, ſuch al- 
legations are ſeldom brought: For the old Proverb 
is too often verified, Like Prieft, like People. 
The Church-Wardens and Pariſſioners (if we bo- 
lieve you) frequently reel through the ſtreets, as 
well as their Refors, Vicars and Curates, and of 
courſe will not be very forward to inform again 
thoſe that are overtaken in the fame vices that 
they themſelves are addicted to. | | 
But (p- 28.) “If any of you methodiſtical ſaints 
4 mould hear this Si quis publithed and know any 
thing of the young, (or old) man to juſtify an 
* impeachment, it ſhould be your buſinefs as it 
is your duty immediately to apprize his Lord- 
* ſhip, that ſcandal may not be brought upon the 
* Miniſtry by the admiſſion of fo improper a 
* perſon.” Hear ye Methodiſts! Mr. Bu el, 
Curat: of Perſhore, in the Dioceſe of Wore her 
calls upon you publicly to inform the Biſhop, it 
you know any thing immoral, or proplane, or 
contrary to the Goſpel of *Chrijt, in the conduct 
of any that offer themſelves as Cantlidates for 
Holy Orders. * aſſures you, that * you, 
| # as 


| ( a8 } 
* gs well as ethers, are bound to do this in Fore 
* confctentt@, in the court of conſcience, but 


more particularly you, as you profeſs fo muck 
*' mare righteouſneſs than other men: profeling 


| to keep 8 ſober, when others get drunk, 
and to 


and t. chaſte when others are lewd, and to 
adorn the dotirine of God our Saviour in all 
things, when others, whether Prieſts or Deos 
as Mr. Ruſſel has informed you, too olten dif; 
grace their high and holy 2 Mr. Ruſſel, 
is right, my brethren, theſe informations will 
come beſt from you, as you, in general, by the 
grace of God, ſtand clear of thoſe vices of which 
Jo may be called to accuſe theſe Candidates for 
rders. One thing only I would adviſe you te 
attend to in this matter; when you inform 7 * 
2 7 | means, produce Mr. Ruſlel's Hints 
to Methodiſts and Difſenters, as your motive and 
authorny tor fo acting. | 0 | 
But to return, to prove that the profligacy of 


@ Miniſter's life, will not exculpate his hearers 


{rom the neglect of any one of their duties (a 


Point which no body denies) you have recourſe, 


to the 25th Article of our Church, in which you 
think; that doftrine is implied in ſome diſtant 


manner.“ But, Sir, this was not the point to 


be proved; but whether a B:ſhop, or any one of, 
has authority from Chriſt to ordain an ungo 
man to the work of the miniſtry, And I thin 
you will not ſay that ts, or any other Article 
of our Church implies this in any manner, how. 
ever diſtant. | | ; 
However, Having alluded, to this Article, 


you take occaſion,” (no wonder, Sir, you apo- 


logize for want of connexion, for what has this 


to do with the proof of your paint?) from thence 


to Tay, © I hope you will excuſe me, if I who 


am Foung, do give to you, my Elder, an whole. 
988 0 lome 
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* ſome admonition from thence.” Certainly, 
Sir, I hope I ſhall always be ready to hear and 
receive whole/ome admonitions. You have ta- 
* ken upon you, (you proceed) the office of 'a 
* ſpiritual Counſe 

that office I ſhall queſtion hereafter, when-I 
© come to ſpeak of Ordination. That being the 
* caſe, I make a candid appeal to yourfelf, it 
you would not be doing as eſſential a ſervice to 
* the intereſts of Chriſt's kingdom, #s you do 
„now, if, after having ſelected a ſuitable Text, 
« you were to take this Article to be illuſtrated ;”” 
—Quere, Sir, had I not better take the Article 
tor the Text? I have not been accuſtomed to 


name a Text and then immediately to ſet myſelt 


to illuſtrate another ſubject. Belides, I fear, it 
will not be eaſy to find a ſuitable Text. But, 
perhaps, you can help me in this caſe. You 
proceed, And by the force of your eloquence: 


to prove to mankind that the impiety of the 


Lives of their Clergy do not in the leaſt deprive 
* them of any benefit to be derived from the 


means of grace, which Chriſt hath promiſed 


them through the functions of the Prieftly Of- 


ce.” You mean, Sir, (for I with to — 


right, that I may execute your orders punctually) 
juſt as the negligence of an Hireling that is ap- 
pointed — and feed the flock, or the la- 
zine/s of a dumb dog that cannot bark, that fleeps, 
hes down, and loves to ſlumber, do not Id THE 


LEAST deprive the ſheep of any benefit intended 


to be afforded them in the Paſtoral care. And 


aſt as. the careleſſneſs of a watchnian, who when 


he ſeeth the ſword coming, bloweth not the Trum- 


and warneth not the people, but the ſword 


cometh and taketh them away, does not IN THE 
LEAST deprive the people of the preſervation and 


ſecurity which they meant to inſure by appoint- | 


C 3 ing. 


or and Guide. The right to 


| (3 ) f 
ing a Watchman. And juſt as the unſkilſulneſo 
and inattention of a Phyſician, do not IN THE 

LEAST deprive his patients of any benefit to be 
derived from the healing Art, and which they 
would receive from the attendance of a man of 
judgment and experience, Or (to uſe one com- 
pariſon more) juſt as his being ſick of a conta- 
gious diſorder himſelf, and his carrying infection 
with him wherever he goes, will not Id THE 
LEAST deprive them of the little health they 
have, or impede their recovery from ſickneſs, in 
the courſe of his viſiting them from day to day. 

Theſe, Sir, are the beſt illuſtrations of your 
meaning I can think of, and now, as I under- 
ſtand you better than I did at firſt, I allow, upon 
yoann thoughts, that it might not be amiſs to in- 
e a dikcourſe of this Lind, as you ſay, by a 

ſuitable Text: as Addiſon, you know, Sir, ſes | 
leQed paſſages from the Claſſics, and prefixed | 
them; by way of Mottos to his papers in the | 
$peRtator. And without giving you the trouble | 
of ſearching the Scriptures, which to a perſon of | 
your gay turn of mind might not be very plea- 
— work, I believe I can furniſſ myſelf with 
ſuch a Text. Three or four paſſages occur this 
moment to my mind, any of which, I think, 
might anſwer the purpoſe admirably well ; eſpe- 
cially as the Text, you know, 1s to be a mere 
Motto, and the Article is the ſubje to be illuſ. 
trated. And, Sir, if there ſhould happen to be a 
contradiftion between the Text and the Sermon, 
it will not be the leſs ſuitable for that: for it 
will then be entirely in the modern way, Now, 
Sit, the paſſages of Scripture I refer to are the 
following. And as I am entirely indebted to 
you for the very Ar idea of ſuch an yndertaking, 
yo ſhall chuſe which of hem you pleaſe. The 
R is i the gah chap. of Ezekiel, Thus Jaih 
x 7 tue 
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the Lord God unto the ſhepherds; Wo be to the 
ſhepherds of Ihrael, that do feed themſelves! 
ſhould not the ſhepherds feed the' flocks Ye eat 
the fat, and ye clathe you with the wool, ye hill 
them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. The © 
Tray have 25 not 1 netther have ye 
healed that which' was 15 , neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away, nether have 
ye ſought that which was loſt ; but with force 
end with ur have ye ruled them. And they 
were ſcattered becau/e there was no ſhepherd: and 
they became meat to all the beaſts of the field when 
they were ſcattered. And my ſheep wandered over. 
all the mountains, and upon every high bill : | 
my flock was ſcattered upon all the face of the 
carili, and none did ſearch or {eeh after them, 
Or, if you ſhould prefer it, another on the ſame . 
ſubje&t may be found, Zech. xi. 16, which I 
ſhall not quote here. Or, one might be ſeletted 
from our Lord's remarkable diſcourſe, as recoxd- 
ed. John the och; ſuppoſe verle 1ſt. He that 
entereth not in by the door into the ſheepfold, but 
climbeth up another way, is @ thief and a robber. 
Or ver. 12. He that is an hireling, and not the 
ſhepherd, whoſe own the ſheep are not, ſeeth the 
wolf coming, and leaveih the ſheep, and fleet 
and the wolf catcheth them and /cattereth the ſheep. 


The hireling fleeth, becauſe he ts a hireling, and © 


careth not for the ſheep. 
You lee, Sir, any of theſe Texts prove and il. 
luftrate your dotirine admirably well, and ſhew, 
io a demonſtration, tbat © the ignorance, ini 
e or indolence of a Miniſter of the Goſpel do not 
* IN THE LEAST deprive his flock of the bene - 
* fits to be derived from the means of grace, and 
che functions of the Prieſily ofice Y” And chene 
is another, which, in leſs compaſs, and in a much 


more 


/ Ws : 
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more conciſe and clear manner, ſets forth the 
fame conſoling doctrine, conſoiing I mean, to 


thoſe benevolent Clergymen, who though they | 


chooſe to proceed forward in the high road to 
Hell themſelves, yet have ſo much good will to 
their hearers that they do not wiſh one of them 
to follow them. It is the ſhoit ſentence made ſo 
much ule of by Dr. I „in what you call his 
celebrated Sermon. / the blind lead the blind, 
both of them ſhall fall into the ditch, - » 
As an illuſtration of this Text 'were it not that 

the Article, and not the 7ext, is the ſabjett to be 
illuſtrated, one might quote ſundry paſſages, 
which the margins of our Bibles reter us to, as. 
Iſaiah ix. 16. The Leaders of this people do caſe 
them to err, and they that are led of them are de- 
Aroyed. Or Micah iii. 5. Thus faith the Lord 
concerning the Prophets that make my people err ; 
that bite with the teeth, and cry, PEACE; and he 
that putteth not into their mouths, they even pre- 
fare war againſt him: therefore night ſhall be 
unto you, -that ye ſhall not have a viſion. and 
_ the ſun ſhall go down over the Prophets, and the 
day ſhall. be dark over them. | Jer. vi. 14. might 
de quoted alſo, They have healed the hurt of the 
daughter of my people ſlightly, ſaying, PEACE, 
PEACE, when there is no peace; or Ezekiel iii. 
27. Son of man, I have made thee a watchman 
unto the houſe of * therefore hear the word 
at MY mouth, and give them warning from ME. 
When I jay unto the wicked, Thou 2 die; 
and thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpealeſt to 
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to ſave his 
life; the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand, Theſe 
paſſages I mention as being ſuch as might properly 
_—_ be uſed in illuſtralion of the Text, as you 
plainly (ee, that any of them, contain — 
1 80005 proo 
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proof of the doctrine, you haye ſo much at heart 
to eſtabliſh, viz. that * the impiety (inc ludi 
the zgnorance, ſloth, negligence, and 255 
* of a Cler does not 1N THE LEAST de- 
« prive his hearers of any benefit to be derived 
from the means of grace. through the funtti- 
* ons of the Prieſtly-office.” | ; 
But, Sir, as this would be quite a new ſubjeQ. 
ta me, I ſhould not like to ſpeak upon it extem- 
fore, and as J am neither accuſtomed to read 
written Sermons, nor to commit them to memor 
and repeat them ; a thought ſtrikes me, that 1 
to excuſe you a little toi and labour, I compoſe 
a diſcourſe for you on this ſubject, you, by all 
means ſhould read it. I the rather wiſh this, be- 
cauſe if it ſhould happen to be but à poor diſ- 
courſe, till that will make no material difference, 
for you have aſſured us (p. 38.) * that, for your 
© part, you know yourſelf capable of deliverin 
a written diſcourſe in a manner that ſhall bet 
* edify your hearers and impreſs them with prin- 
« ciples of devotian to God and love to man.“ 
Indeed, as to devotion to God, we' may leave that 
out: to beget that, you know, is to be no part of 
our object. Our objett is, ſimply, to beget in man- 
kind veneration for and love to wicked Clergymen. 
And upon a topic of this kind, 1 expett you will 
be exceedingly animated, and that the effects of 
your elocution will be aſtoniſhing. | 
Now, Sir, it is nat my intention to be at the 
pains to compoſe you this Sermon, that it may be 
delivered merely in one congregation. I muſt 
requeſt that you will go through the kingdom 
with it; and eſpecially that you will preach it in 
every pariſh where there — to be an un- 
godly Miniſter. How many ſuch pariſhes there 
may be, I don't pretend to ſay. It was by an en- 
tire miſtake of my meaning, in my Leuers, that 
„ e you 
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you ſuppoſed me to aſſert there were only a 


dozen ſuch. This you will eaſily fee, if you will 


be at the pains of reading the paſſage again (p. 56.) 
But be they many —_ that can make no great 
difference to you. Your Reclor or Vicar, who 
3 may find his own intereſt in it, will eaſiiy 
pare you for ſo good a-work ; and you, to ac- 
fiſh ſuch an end, will not think much of 
your Jabour; and if need be, many will ſubſcribe 
to ſupport ſo well deviſed a mon, and ſo pro- 
mailing a M:ffionary. And, what will be a great 


conſolation to you, you will not need to defile 


your ſacred character or office, by treading on 
unconſcerated ground. For, no doubt, for a bu- 
ſineſs of this kind, even the Cathedrals and much 
more the Parochial Churches and Chapels will be 
open to you. Or it you think that the Methodiſt 


_ | Congregations particularly need fuch advice and 


infirution, I will either engage to give them ſuch 
notice of your coming, that they ſhall attend upon 
you at the Churches as you paſs along; or, if you 
can condeſcend ſo far as to enter our chapels, I 


will uſe my utmoſt influence with the Preachers 


and Truſtees, that they may be open for your re- 
ception. And I really think, Sir, as this is quite 


an . caſe, you need not fear the cen · 


ſure of your ſuperiors, if you ſhould take this 


extraordinary ſtep. You hardly think I have a 


right to preach at all : but nevertheleſs, you ſay, 
5 * 1 ye 
* It it be on any occaſion lawtul for you to invade 
the Prieſt's /you mean the Mzn/ter's} office, 
certainly it muſt de on this:“ viz. to inculcate 
on people that * the impiety of the lives of the 
„ Clergy does not in the leaſt deprive them of any 
* benefits to be derived from the means of grace, 


and the functions ot the 2 (you mean 


again the miniſteria / office.” Juſt ſo, Sir, if 


it be on any occaſion lawful for you to enter a 
& Methodiſt 


63305 | 
Metholiſt Preaching-houſe, and addreſs a Me 
diſt congregation, it _ be on 3 our 

rafeſſed and /ole' deſign is to perſuade people to 
proſe to e —.— the mary 6f- 
ungodly Clergymen. And here, Sir, it may not 
be amils to give you a /pecamen of the manner in 

which, 9 ſeems to me, theſe g _ 2 
Methodijts may be very properly face Fully 
addreſſed on this abies, er, reading one of 
the ſuitable Texts, we ſpoke of, and 383 
as you do (p. 9.) that © the object of our Saviour's. 
** miſſion was not only to bring glory to God. 
* but peace on earth, external as well as internal, 
we may ſhew, that by no means, can we for-, 
ward theſe deſigns, ſo likely as by recommend- 
ing union between light and darkneſs, good 
and evil, “ and by perſuading men to be of. one 
mind ” with their blind Leaders, and to“ reſort, 
to one place for the worſhip of their Creator,” 
without regarding whether truth or error be there 


— 


preached, whether wholeſome food ar poiſon be 


there diſpenſed ; it being abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
the divine bleſſing of ſpiritual. nouriſhment in 


wiſdom and grace, is confined to foog and with-⸗ 


held from þo;ſon, or that the miniſter's diſpenſing, 
Poiſon inſtead of food, will 1N. THE LEAST de- 
prive his hearers of the ſpiritual health and youn , 
intended to. be conveyed to their ſouls by the 
miniſtry of the word, It may then be proper to 
endeavour (as you intimate) “ to impreſs their 
* minds with ſentiments of zhe great efficacy of 
the labours of theſe men (ſuch as you hereafter 
* deſcribe as attending the viſitations) appointed 
to watch over their ſouls, and for the neglett , 
„of whichthey muſt give an account (you 2 
«* with a terrible ſentence to be denounced againſt 
them at the coming. of our Lord 20 judgment: 
I mean, Sir, thoſe ungodly Miniſters, "1 
. on 
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. oned to teach godline /i, thoſe r in 6 
— 15 watch over pores bh | 


thoſe Helge whoſe own the ſheep are not, ant 


cloth 


who therefore care not for them, who. have not 
entered in by the dobr into the e but have 
chmbed up another way, and therefore are thieves 
and robbers, coming not but for to ſteal, and ts 
hill, and to defliroy ; who feed themſelves but 
not the' flock ; whs inſtead of feeding, kill with 
the poiſon of their falſe doArine thoſe they found 


fed already, and who eat the fat and clothe them 


with the wool, but who ftrengthen not the diſeaſed, 


nor heal that which is fick, nor bind up that w ich 


is broken, nor bring * that heh 2s driven 
1 feek that which 1s | | 
ow, Sir, as ſoon as we fin their minds im- 
eſſed with ſentiments of the GREAT EFFICACY 
of the labours of theſe men, the next thing will 
be to eonvince them, as you ſignify p. 10. © that 
the prefence ant bleſſing of the Lord Jeſus 
„may be as abundantly felt under the miniſtry 
vol theſe men,” being ep:/copally ordained and 
heard on conſecrated round, as —— chat of the 
moſt wiſe and holy that are appointed by Elders 
only, and therefore are, you are ſure, unautho- 
rized and felf-ordained. This you know, Sir, 
eaſily be dene. We have only to remind 
them of Chriſt's promiſe, Lo I am with yon al- 
ways even te the end of 1ht world, à promiſe this, 
made firſt, indeed, to the Ano 1 ad their dif. 
ciptes, but tranſthitted b — ands of St. Peter 
and his ſueeeſſors the s'of Rome, to tle 
Churches, 1 mean 


ordained, (as you have 
— 4 1. r. N Len e a far jo argument 


p. — ) ahd now applicable to every Clergyman 
of the Church of England however u ungouiy. Or 


if wee zun that they are refraftory ad do not 


obey 


i 
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obey this important truth, bat are diſpoſed to difs 


tinguiſh in this matter, and to prefer the mimſtiy 
of a wiſe and holy man, eſpecially if of the eſtab- 
liſtred Church, to that of one who is zgngrant and 
wicked, we have only to demand of them, as you 


dao in this page, how their conduct is to be recon- 


ciled with that of St. Paul? When a diviſion 
* aroſe among ſhis Chriſtjan converts, and they 
began to file off into ſefis and parties, one cry- 
ing out, 1 am of Paul, another, I am of. Apoltos, 
and another, I am of Cephas, each ſuppoſing 
* their (vou ſhould ſay „), own Leader to be 
« the beſt man: he breaks forth into this tender 
« ſtrain of inſpired Oratory, Who then is Paul, 
and who. is Apollos, &c. ? thereby teaching 

them that if they expected to derive any — | 
from the miniſtry of either of their Teachers 
© they muſt aſk it of God, and not aſcribe that 
* power to the creature which is only due to the 
Creator.“ This argument, Sir, mult be very 


convincing indeed! Paul, Apollos and Ceplias, 


were all truly pious men, and the ſervants of 
Chrift, and the Corinthians are cenſured. by tlie 
Apoſtle for extolling one of them above aner. 


thereſore it is evident to a demonſlravion, that it 


muſt be a great crime to prefer the miniitry of, a 


ſervant of Chriſt, betas thar of a ſervant of .che 


.. Having thus fully convinced their judy ments, 
we may try to, move their A edlions, and eſpeci- 


ally that of ſhame and remorſe, ſo neceliary in 


true repentance, We may therefore now pro-: 
rly addreſs them in the4anguage you uſe to me 


in this ſame page. Oh! how can men of your 


* ſpiritual knowledge imbibe or promulge a ſen- 
* timent ſo repugnant to the whole drift an4 tenor 
of the ſacred Oracles; as to ſuppoſe you will 
be better inſttücte] by the intelligent” and well 
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informed than by the ignorant, or more incited 
10 the practice of every bing excellent and praiſe 
worthy, by the diſcourfe, converſation and ex- 
ample of the pious and virtuous, than by thoſe 
of the vicious and prophane ! What! does 
* the bleſſing of God among the people depend 
* on the virtue of the Prieſt? Or will the ini. 
„ quity of the Paſton, (the negligent ſhepherd, 
* the careleſs hireling above Jeſcribed) deprive 
6 the flock of the mercy and loving-kindneſ(s of. 
the Lord? For ſhame; friends, that you ever 
„ broached an idea, capable of fuch an interpre- 


* tion! Bluſh, that you once uttered a fenti- 


„% ment which would admit of fo unmerciful a 
conſtruction !'? **. My brethren, let me adviſe 
« ou to take the conduct of the Apoſtle (in the 
A ese paſſage) as a 5 in this re- 
« ſpe&, and de all you can to concur with (un- 


5 Ke godly) Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church in 
* one common cauſe (of promoting godlineſs) by 


one common way,” ; 

Hoping, Sir, thn theſe general out- ines of the 
Sermon, ſketched chiefly. by your own Hancil, 
will meet with your approbation, at the ſame ' 


time that they give you ſome idea of the perfect 


:iAure which may be drawn when we are fully 
agreed- upon the plan, and you have ſignified 
your conſent to undertake the miſſion. 1. break 
off here, and ſubſcribe myſelf, Your fellpw-heiper 
for the good of ungadly Miniſters, bY 


JOSEPH BENSON. 
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EF IE TEEN IC: 
Rev. SIR, g 


FIN D, in proceeding further in the peruſal 
12 Pamp hlet, that one of the moſt 
riod charges you bring againſt the —_— Li 
is, that they are Scþr/matics, *©* Surely, 
4 to me 1* 12.) you are not ſenſible tn {eb 2 
4 jg L etime or _—_— would not be the Leader of 
a 4 Party ean, I preſume, 2 Leader in 2 
Fr) ue gag of it; guil oe it in 2 
ater degree than other Seftaries;”. I am- 
lebte, Sir, that /chi/m is a crime, but not thut 


the Methodiſts are guilty of it, even a any de- 
gree, much leſs-that they are guilty of it, in a 


greater degre degree than other vcople. ſhall there- 


e be glad to ſee how you prove your charge. 
This 4. attempt to do as follows, * You ſay, 
4. that you (the Methodiſts) cordially approve in 
general even of the ſervice of our church and 
much more of her doctrine.“ We do, Sir, 
and thetefore attend that ſervice; moſt of us, at 
all opportunities, and hearken to that doctrine 


| bromine it is pteached by the Church Miniſters 3 


ly abſentin — in Town or Country, 
555 that dolle is openly eontradicted and de- 
nied, and a doctrine diametrically oppoſite, as 
Juſlifcation by the merit Pown or abſolute, 
#nconditional Predęſtin is inculcated, or 
where the officiatin Miniſter is ſo notoriouſly 
wicked that his life 18'a ſcandal to his profeſſion, 
Well, you ſay, * this being the caſe, you have 


no cloak for your fin,” t in do 2 mean, 
Sir? The ſin of ſchiſm p Yes, you " you 
become {cliſmatics for non · eſſe ada. 
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Other. ſectaries, you proceed, diſſent from 
„us on account of ſome doctrinal opinion to 
„which they cannot agree, or, you ſhould have 
added, on account of ſome ceremony, fuch as 
kneeling at the Lord's Supper, wearing a rpc, 
or uling a form of prayer, with 4 they can- 
not comply, © and fo far are to be excuſed from 
the youu of ſchiſin; but not ſo with you.” Not 
we do not, as a body, difſent from you et. all, 
unleſs when you diſſent from yourſelves in prin- 
ciple or practice, denying your own dofirines or 
departing from your own profeſſions. Nay, we 
Jo admire your doftrines, in particular, and are 
fo perſuaded of their importance to the ſalvation. 
of mankind, that, with great expence and labour, 
we build Chapels and Preaching-houſes in all 
rts of the Britiſh dominions in Europe, and in, 
the Weſt-Indies, as well as throughout the Nor- 
thern Continent of America, for = ſole purpoſe 
of having them explained and enforced, at ſtated 
times, to and upon all that will attend, and keep 
many hundreds of men employed in travelling- 
about from day to day, to propagate and ſpread 
the knowledge of them; meaning hereby part'y- 
to aſſiſt thoſe few pious and enlightened Clergy,. 
that clearly and faithfully preach theſe doftrines, 
and partly to ſupply the lack of ſervice of the 
much greater — who do not. With a view, 
io the ſame end we print and diſperſe a variety, 
of books of all ſizes, although chiefly ſmall tracts 
of low price, on doctrinal, experimental and prac- 
tical Chriſtianity, even that Chraſtiantty that is 
held forth in the ſacred Sci iptures, and in the 
Articles, Homilies, and Service of our own church, 
And as to the ceremonies above-mentioned, en- 
joined by the church, we are fo far hom difap-. 
proving of the/e, that in moſt places where: we; 
judge t requ;ia, for the ſalvation of Lak ta 
8 3 4 1 
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have ſervice- in church- hours, we uſe a ſorm of 
ayer, and are foitnd Anceling at the Lord's-Ta- 
bie in the pariſh-churches, whenever the Lord's 
Supper is adminiſtered, throughout this kingdom 
— Ireland, and that in greater numbers, fre- 
uently, than other people. Nay, were it not 
for us, it is notorious that, in many places, the 
communicants would be very few. And to keep 
as cloſe to the Churgh as poſſible, and to prove 
to all men that we object to nothing, almoſt, re- 
ſpecting it, but the errors and ins of its corrupt 
members, whoſe intimacy we ſhun, and from 
whom alone we ſeparate ; we have hitherto re- 
tuſed, in general, the earneſt requeſt of many of 
our people, to adminiſter to them the Lord's 
Supper in our own Chapels, not as you ſuppolt, 
becauſe we judge ourſelves © incompetent ”* for 
ſuch a ſervice,” but becauſe we. wiſh our people 
to attend at the eftabliſhed chureh to receive it. 
And yet for theſe reaſons, it ſeems, we are greater 
ſchiſmatics than other people! 5 
Lour aſſertion, Sir, is ſuch a paradox, that I 
believe,” I might fairly excuſe: myſelſ the trouble 
of writing, and the public of reading one word 
more about it. However, for the conviction of 
thoſe' uninformed or prejudiced individuals, who 
may ſtill be inclined to conſider us in the ſame 
light, I ſhall examine this matter to the bottom; 
and enquire what this ſin of cin is, Which, it 
muſt be confeſſed, is mentioned and condemned 
in the New Teſtament. Now, in order to this! 
all I have to do is to find out and fix, the ſenſe 
of the paſſages where it occurs. The firſt of 
them is 1 Cor. i. 20. Nom I beſeeck you brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jefws Chriſt, that yr ali 
> ms the ſame thing, and that there be nb diviſions 
(omopale /ohiſs )- among you': but that: you be 
perjebly joined Wr tue ſame mind, and — 
| 222 3 ine 


* 


— — 
F 4 | | 
me ſame judgment. Now, Sir, here-yowrobſerve, 
A perfetlly joined together "the [ame 
mind and in the ſame judgment, flands * 
to Schi/ms, which, therefore, are the not being, 
ſo joined, But who;were*they whom the Apoſ- 
tle wiſhed to be thus joined together? The rig. 
teous and the wicked ? the holy and the prophane ? 
No, by no means, but the Church of God as 
Corinth, (verſe 2.) the Jan Bfies in Chriſt Feſus, 
thoſe called to. be ſarnts, with thoſe that in every 
place called on the name of our Lord Thus Chr: 
the faithful in _ to whom ſaving grace was 
given (verſe .) and who warted (verſe: 7.) for the 
' * coming of our Lord, and concerning whom the 
Apoſtle was confident that Chriſt would confirm 
them unto the end, that they. meg ht be blameleſs in 
the day of Chriſt e.. Now, Sir, what has 
_ this to do with the conduct you cenfure in us-? 
does the Apoſtle blamewtheſe /incere and: devout 
followers of Chriſt at Corinth becauſe they came 
out from among the wicked, were ſeparate, and. 
did not touch the unclean thing f or becauſe, fear- 
ing the Lord, they aſſembled upon occalion, to 
ak one to-another, and receive the word of-ex- 
rtation-? By no means. Nothing of this kind: 
is ſo much as hinted at. The thing that he blames 
in them is that they were not united among them- 
fetves, os, as Dr. Whitby expreſſes it, were 
not perfettly joined together in the ſame _ 
* and in the fame kind affefttions, one towards. 
* another.” And ſo far, Sir, as this is the caſe 
with. the yu in England, of whatever denomi- 
nation fo far as they are akenated in thetr affec 
tions one from another, and do not all ſpeak the. 
fame thing, ſo far, and no further, are t ey /chi/e 
-  matics. But to ſuppoſe they are-/chi/matrcs, be 
cauſe they feparate themſelves from the great 
anaſs of the ungodly. in this nation, who under a. 
Fs | 6 profeſſion 


. 


( -43 1 


profeſſion'of Chriſtianity practiſe every abomina- 
tion, and becauſe they obey the Apoſtolic com- 
mand and ſorſale not the aſſembling of themſelues 
together, as the manner of /ome is, is to diſcover 
a marvellous ignorance of the Scriptures, and of 
the whole nature and genius of Chriſtianity. .. 
Avoid diviſſons or /chi/ms, as the original 
„is, (ſays Henry on the paſſage) that is alt 
alienatian of afedion from each other. ' In the 
++ great things of religion be of a mind: but when 
„there is not an unity of. ſentiment, let there be 
„an union of afe&ton.”” . Failrones intelligit 
(ſays Calvin, quoted by Pool, in that admirable 
work his Synopſis Criticorum) exortas, non ob 
dodflrine diverſetatem. fed ob prerogatrvas Mim/- 
dorum, He means (by ſchiſms heze) the factions 
that aroſe among them, not on account of any | 
difference of dottrine; but on account of the Ke 
privileges of Mmiſters.” Sed nec eo intelligit * 
| Sckiſmata (ſays Eraſmus) quibus'reciditur ab ut | | 
tate Ecclefia, ſed guaſdem velut ſectas intra eecle- | 


fam, dum-alu alus patroms eorum que,nomuntbus 
gloriarentur, He does not mean thoſe: ſchilms —_ | 
* (as they have been called)-whereby a departue 
is made from the unity of the Church, but | 5 
certain parties within the Church,“ that is, 

among the faithful, the truly pious, thoſe that 

ſo name the name of Chriſt, as to depart from ini 

quity, and hereby ſhew that they, indeed, belong 

$0 him. 4 r ; : 
The meaning of tbe word in the next paſſage, 

chap. x 1.18, 1 2580 ſimilar. When ph een, ah 
geiler, in the church (or, π i congregation) I + 4 
hear that there be divzfions or /chi/ms among volt. 
and I partly believe it. Now here, Sir, the 
ſchiſms were in the Aſſembly met together in one 

place. Diſſenſiones, fays . vel de cabas 
iet potibus, vel de doco recumbendt, vel de 

{bbs * SM * fempore 
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tempore cena incohande, maxima inter diviter 
et pauperes, quorum iſti ab illis contemneban- 
* tur,” Differences, either concerning the ele- 
* ments of the Lord's Supper, or concerning the 
place of meeting, or the time of beginning the 
* ſupper, chiefly een the rich and the poor, 
the latter of whom were deſpiſed by the former. 
I. happened already in thoſe early times, ſays 
Beza, what in our age hath fallen out abundantly 
more, that what was inflituted with a view td 
wnite the faithful in one body, was converted into 
a fiandard of dimfion. This was undoubtedly 
the kind of ſchiſm here meant, and of this kind 
of ſchiſm, very different from that you mention, 
I grant the Methodiſts are now in danger. They 
are in danger of contending with, and ſeparating 
from eack other reſpetting the very thing about 
which the Corinthians quarrelled, viz. the Lord's 
Supper, ſome of them, in order to avoid a ſ. > 
ration from the Church of Eng wiſhing till 
to reſort to the eſtabhfhed Church for — 
ordinance, and others, under a notion that it is 
unlawful to communicate with the ungodly, as 
we generally muſt do, if we receive it at the 
church, urging that we ought to have it adminiſ: 
tered among ourſelves: But what has this to do 
with. the Schiſm with noel oe” charge us ? 
Here, ſays Whitby, the 2 * is uſed, 
* not of men ſeparating. from the church, but 
„coming together in the church, and eating the 


Lord's Supper ſeparately, and ſo as not to join 


a with the whole aſſembly in that ordinance, Sv 

* the word alſo is uſed chap. i. 10. not of a ſe- 
i paration from the unity of the Catholic church, 
faith Eſtius, but of Fad and diviſons in the 
church,“ or among the truly faithful and pious, 
none elſe being, properly ſpeaking, members of 
the church. It is plain, (ſays @ late judicious 
a Writer,) 


(4) 
Writer,) that by chin, is not meant any ſe 
ra: ion han I 2 but uncharitable divifi. 
ons in it, For the Corinthians continued to, be 
* one church, and notwithſtanding all their flrife - 
and contention, there was no ſeparation of any 
one party from the reſt, with regard to external 
* communion.'- _ ; ba 
The other paſſage, x Cor. xii. 25. is a full. 
confirmation of all this. That there might be no 
[chi/m in the body, ſaith the Apoſtle, but that the 
Members might 5 the ſame care for each oller. 
and whether one member ſuffer, all the members 
might ſuffer with it, or one member be honoured © 
all the members might rej oice with it, Whence 
it appears that ſo far as this is not the caſe; ſu 
far as the Members of Chriſt's myſtical ' body 
(and by the by only the truly pious are members 
thereof) have not a care and feeling for each other, 
ſimilar to that which the members of the human 
body have for one another, ſo far, I ſay, there is 
'a /chiſm in the body. * © 25 
Nou, Sir, 1 I believe, are all the places 
where Church Schiſns are mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, I ſhould be glad to know how 
it appears that any of them fix the yok of 
{chi/m upon the people called Methodiſts with - 
regard to the Church of England? To ſuppoſe, 
Sir, that we are Schiſmatics becauſe we come 
out from among the ungodly and meet together, 
as opportunity offers, is to condemn the gene- 
ration of God's children in every age and nation 
under heaven. For in every age and nation ſince - 
the time that the ſons of God ſeparated themſelves. 
from the children of men and begun to call on 
the Lord, (Gen. iv. 26.) they that have feared 
the Lord have made it their practice to {peak often 
one to another, and for this purpoſe to aſſemble to- 
gether at, proper times, and, as far as might be 
1511 g N couſiſtem 
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conſiſtent with their duty to their. families, 
friends, and mankind in general, have ſeparated 
themſelves from the world, and ſhunned the So- 
ciety of evil doers, knowing that evil coth- 
munications, as the Proverb is, corrupt good 
manners. 
This, Sir, was the practice of the ancient Ser- 
vants of God, as appears from ſundry paſſages 
of the Old Teſtament, and = wager from, Mal. 
iii. 16. a portion of holy writ to which I have juſt 
- alluded. This was the praftice of the Lord Je- 
_ Jus, and of his firſt diſciples. The primitive 
Chriſtians in general, did, in their day, preciſely 
what we do in ours. They did not withdraw 
themſelves entirely from the worſhip of the Zews 
½ Temple and Synagogues. On the contrary, 
they aſſembled therein whenever it was conveni- 
ent, as long as they were permitted. But never- 
theleſs, they ſhunned the corrupt ways and faſh« 
ions of the world, and had no further inferconrſe 
with the wicked than their fituation on earth ren» 
dered unavoidable, or was neceffary in order to 
do their ſellow creatures good. In the mean 
time, they forſook not the z{ſembling of them- 
ſelves together, but kept feparate meciings from 
day to day, that they might converſe, pray, and 
break bread together; as alſo that they might re- 
ceive from the Lord 7eſus, his Apoſtles, or, the 
* 2p firſt Chriſtian Teachers, that inſtruction in the 
| great and important Truths of Chriſtianity, which _ 
EA" they neither expected to find, nor could find 
| in the Synagogues of the Jews. Hence it was 
| that they were the objefts of ſcorn and reproach 
| among men, and repreſented by the wicked 
E Preefts and Rulers, as Seflarians, and thoſe that 
= aſſociated with them. as a Sed, (See Adds xxiv. 
1414. and xxviii. 22.) the reaſon of which, the Lord 
Ileſus did not fail, fully and frequently to yr 
. wh 
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them acquainted with. J the world hate 2%; 
ſays he, ye know that it hated me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the world, the world would 


love its own ; but becauſe I have choſen you out of 


the world, therefore: the world hateth you. Rev 
member the word that I y unto you, The ſer- 
want is not greater than has Lord. If they 


berſecuted me, they will alſo Gal you: if 


they have kept my ſayings, { will alſo keeps 
urs, a | | 
My Here you have the whole origin of this dread- 
ful charge of Schiſn ; We ſhould not hear one 
word of it, if we did not moſt of us differ, as to. 
our ſpirit and behaviour, from the generality of 
mankind. F we were of the world, the world. 
would love 1t5 0wn but if we be, as, I truſt, in 
neral, we are, the followers of Feſus, it cannot 
ove us, unleſs the word of God be of none eſſect. 
Think not, ſaid Jeſus, that I am come to /end 


frace on earth, I came not to fend peace but @ 


ſword. For I am come to ſet a man ab uaziance. 


againſt his father, and the daughter again her 


 muther, and a man's foes ſhall be thoſe of his own 


* Marvel not, my brethren, ſaid St. 
John, / the world hate you ue know: that rue 
are paſſed from death unta life, becauſe tue love the 
brethren, meaning that they could not themſelves 


have loved the brethien, had they. not been paſ- 


ſed from death to life, and that their being paſſed: 
from death to life was evidenced. by their loving 
the Brethren. | 5H ODS 8 
From this cauſe it was, that the Falden/es and 
Albigenſes were ſuch objects of hatred abroad, 
and the followers of Wickbjfe at home, when the 


Reformation was beginning to dawn; and for the 
ſame reaſon it was that the firſt Reformers, in 
our own and in foreign countries, were firſt held 
up to view: as Heretics and Schiſmatics, and then 

et r= | perſecuted, 
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| perſecuted, impriſoned-and put to death. And 
it is an amazing thing to me, that you, who, 
among other Proteſtants, ſtand charged with 
this ſame ſin of Schiſin by the Church of Rome, 
mould have the effrontery to prefer it againſt 
your Proteſtant Brethren, (who do not differ 
from you either in doctrine or modes of wor- 
ſhip,) on much weaker grounds, viz. becauſe 
they aſſemble together, at ſlated times, to help 
one another by prayer, inſtruftion, reproof, and 
exhortation to make their calling and election ſure. 
This is what the Church of Rome, corrupt as it 
is, would not, perhaps, now do. It would not 
ſſtigmatize thoſe as Schiſinatics, who held to its 
dottrines and forms. of worſhip, merely becaule 
they. reformed their lives, lived in the fear ob 
God and uſed every means in their power to help 
each other to heaven. e i 
. + But you build * and appoint Preach- 
ers of your own ?” We do, Sir, and for the 
reaſons _— mentioned, viz; to ſupply the lack 
of ſervice of the Church Clergy; many of whom 
either negleft to preach, or even utterly. deny 
the dodirines of their own Church, while, as you 
| yourſelf know and in your hlet confeſs, the 
ves of ſome of them are ſo diſlant from every 
2 ſacred, that great ſcandal is given by their 
condutt, and the religion of Jeſus is fallen into 
great diſrepute. Well (you ſay) there are laws . 
in our. land which ate effeftual to remove that 
I grievance, if duly enforced.” There are, but 
Who are to enforce thoſe Laws? Why, you ſay, 
If you Methodiſts are in reality what you pre- 
tend to be, firm believers in Chriſt's Goſpel 
and anxious for the ſalvaticn of ſouls, no con- 
ſideration of human. fear, no worldly motives 
will prevent you from ſeeing that ſuch whole. 
* ſome laws are duly executed. We muſt have 
722 more 
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wealth, and be higher in office, Sir, than mBsſt 


of us are at preſent, before any thing of this kind, 


' humanly ſpeaking, will be in our power. For 
- whale the Prophets propheſy falſely, and the 
2 bear rule by their means, the people love 
to have it o. But © by this reſolute conduct,“ 
=_ is by lodging informations and proſecutin 


lergymen in the Spiritual Court) “you woul 
become the light of the wofid, and public bleſ- 
* ſings in thoſe places where you may dwell.” It 


| would be in a new way then, a way in which nei. 
ther our Lord, nor his Apoſtles, nor his followers 


in any age have ſet us an example. And, ſure Lam, 


" inſtead of public bleffings, we ſhould-be deemed 
by the generality, public curſes and the peſts of 
ſociety. But if you are quite of opinion that 

fſuits at Law, ſuits in the moſt intricate, expenſive 
and tedious of all Courts, in Spiritual Courts, 
will do more to reform the world than the publi- 
cation of the goſpel of the grace of God, and will 


yourſolf ſet us the example in getting theſe laws, 


vou 12 of, executed, I will not alſirm but we 
may | 
Lou cannot be at a loſs to know ſuch Clergymen. 


o ſomething, by way of imitation of you. 


You have been 28 it ſeems, at the Viſita- 
tions, * where the Clergy (you aſſure us p. 14.) 
h ah m 


meet to ſtare at and compliment eac a 
„the habiliments of their order, to hear a con- 
* troverſial ſermon which is not long remember. 


ed, to liſten to a wholeſome charge that is too 
* ſeldom obſerved in practice, and afterwards to 


s eat and drink, ſo much, perhaps, beyond the 


.* tounds of temperance; that they cannot with 
any decency, or propriety, rebuke their churck- 
* wardens, or partſhioners, for recling about the 


. * ſtreets, left the rebuke ſhould be too juſtly retort- 


* ed upon them: THOU:THAT PREACHEST TO 
EE CE Gl E . * OraERS 


— 


1550) a 
„ OTHERS AND ART THYSELF A CAST | 
© away!” A | . 
Now, Sir, if this be a juſt deſcription fand 
certainly you would not exaggerate here!) of the 
Clergy of your own Arch-deaconry, you will not 
1 preſume; have far to go, to find theſe objects 
- of your charitable labours. You may meet with 
them, no doubt, on all ſides of you, and you 
muſt be better acquainted with the various forms 
of /þrritual Law than we are, and muſt have 
more intereſt with thoſe that fit at the head of 
that department, and: to whom it belongs to pu- 
niſh adn, 'You' therefore have every ad- 
vantage to make a ſucceſsful beginning. And 
* for your, encouragement, Sir, remember your 
own words. By thus enforcing Church diſci- 
- **'pline, the morals, both of Prieſts and People 
„would be happily improved, the face of our 
land would — changed from impiety to holi- 
„ neſs, and we ſhould be turned from the power 
of Satan to God. Your viſitations would then 
- ** beattended to, on the excellent principles of their 
inſtuution, and primitive uſage, and no longer 
remain (what you have juſt confeſſed they 
no are) ** little better than meetings pro forma, 
or for eating and drinking far beyond the 
* hounds of temperance.” ' _ | 
In the mean time, till this new plan has been 
tried and proved to be ſucceſsful, © thoſe godly 
_ «+ perſons (as you, in deriſion, term them) of 
this nation denominated Methodiſts,” muſt 
ſtill keep up. what you call their convenycle - 
aſſociations, which they have found by expe- 
rience to be productive of ſpiritual to my- 
riads. And, to ſupply the lack of ſervice of 
| ſuch gluttonous men and wine-bibbers as you 
have juſt deſcribed, whom they cannot, with 
you, view, as * duly. appointed to 9 
. N * 


(81 ) 
holy things; no? think it fafe to truſt to as © ſpi- - 
ritual guides,” they- muſt ſtill encourage, and - 
aſſemble to hear thoſe Teachers, of their own 
choice, by whom, under God, they were called 
out of darkneſs into light, and whoſe miniſtry 
they have long found to be the power of God unto ' 
/atoation. Leaving you, therefore, ſeriouſly to 
conſider of the beft way to proſecute your own - 
plan, and “ ſee that the coercive Laws of the 
Church be carried into execution againſt the 
« diſobedient and refractory (as 1 on 5. 
yourſelf p. 14.) of the Clergy, in the ſeveral pa 
riſhes, at leaſt, of your Arch-deaconry, where 
according to your own account” a reformition is 
ſa much wanted, I now, ſubſcribe myſelt, your 
well-wiſher in. Chriſt, N $7 48 
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' Rev. SIR; Ys 


| 1 « Eyelids were diſpoſed to ſlumber,“ 
as you have told us, (p: 15.) and you were 
off your guard, when you drew towards the con- 
cluſion of your former Letter, or you, would 
hardly have been ſo communicative to me and 
the public, as you then were. -You have given 
me information of what I neither knew nor ſuf. 
peed before. That there were ſome ungodly | 
men, here and there; in holy Orders, that would 
eat and drink to W 1 dad reaſon to * 
. Ss L But 


(521) 
Rut that the corruption of the C was ſa 
gteat and | as you repreſent, 1 did not = 
magine. Alkough I muſt not contradict you 
leſt ynpleaſant conſequences ſhould follow: N 
for the credit of (Ar iſtianity and of the eftabliſhed . 
Church, 1 hope your colouring is too firong, or, 
at. leaſt, that however it may be in your neigh« |_ 
bourhood, matters are not in quite ſo bad a ſitua- 
tion in all other parts of the Kingdom. Be this 
as it will, I really think you deſcrve, and, Iidare * 
fay, at the next Viſitation, will meet with a fe. * 
vere reprimand (if you have not met with one 
already) from your ſuperiors, for expoſing in this 
manner the nakedneſs of your Mother and Bre- 
thren. You pretend. to find fault with me, Sir, 
and the Methodiſts for“ meddling with the. 
Clergy,” But when have we done any thing like 
this ? When have we repreſented the Clergy in 
general, for you make no exceptions, * as eat- 
ing and drinking ſo far 'beyond 'the bounds ol 
temperance even at the Viſitations, as not to 
be able with decency to reprove their drunken 
Offurck-Wardens and Pariſnioners p. And this 18” - 
not the only place in which you turn your arms 
againſt your brethren-the Glory: ven in the 
Note (p. 48.) in which you call out for an advance. 
of your wages, you are ſo imprudent, as to fall 
foul upon thoſe, on whom your advancement 
depends, „For their accumulated pluralities and 
* on- reſidence, ſpending, you ſay, moſt of their 
„time, not amongſt their Pariſhioners, but at 
ſome places of idle amuſement, while their 
« flocks are left to the care of hirelings ilbre- 
6 quited for their labours.” I imagine you are 
right, Sir, in fearing you bave ſpoken theſe things 
* at the hazard of your on welfare.” Dr. 1—, 
24 the Heads of Houſes and Dignitaries of the 
Church, 1. conjetture, will nct thank you for . 
6 n : your 


N 

your interference in this matter, nor be in an x 
« great haſte, (as a friend of mine 9 

to get the Epiſcopal Croſier conferred on one 
« who makes ſuch an indiſcriminate uſe ot his 
«.Curatical Staff, fuſti ing his friends, as well 

« as his enemies, and dealing his unmeretfut 
*« blows around him with ſuch force as to make. 
*. Arch-deacons, Refors, Vicars and Curates, / 
«. reel through the ſtreets like a company of” 
drunken Bacchanalians. 5 


Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iſtis 
Tempus eget. 


But to return. Let any one compare what I 
was compelled, in our own juſtification, to ad- 
* vance in Letters reſpecting the manner in 
which the Clergy are uſually bred and <ducated » 
for the miniſtry, with the above named patticu-- 
lars which you, a ſon of the Church, and ac- 
quainted with all the ſecrets of the family, have 
told out to the world, and then ſay which of us 
have reviled the Clergy ? When I afferted (p. 
18. of my Letters, 1ſt Edit.) that it is not our 
cuſtom to meddle with the Clergy,” 1 meant 
reciſely hat / I ſaid; and ſaid only what is true. : 
t is not our cuſtom, Sir, and you have not of- 
fered the ſhadow of a proof that it is, to meddle 
with them, or to take any notice of them at all, 
unleſs at all opportunities to attend their miniſ- 
trations. . We ſimply and quietly go on our own. 
way, without troubling ourſelves with others. 
Hut this declaration, you ſay, ſeems * ra- 
ther vague in its meaning, and, in whatever 
ſenſe you take it, it is, you affirm, not founded 
*. eee | _— — gens looks like 
wang me the lie and what you ſay in the pre- 
Caring ſentence, * — me — 


„ T 


- (345) 


vancing * traſb and „al hood. ſeems' to wear 
the ſame af; I fear you will ſometimes take 
thoſe liberties with others which you will not ſul- 


fer others to uſe with you. N | 
But how do you make it appear that I aſſert 


traſh and falſehood, when I affirm that * it is not 
our cuſtom to meddle with the Clergy ?” Why, 
| you ſay that you do meddle with thoſe duties 
« which belong to the Prieſtly office, I have be- 
ſore proved. 1 believe, Sir, you have before 


proved nothing, that needed any proof. Did it 
need any proof, that we frequently expound the 
word of God to, and enforce it upon thoſe that 
attend our miniftry? that we reprove fin and call 


ſinners to repentance p that we viſit the ſick and 
pray with and for our hearers ? Now theſe are 


all duties belonging to what you term the prięſtly 


office. But why do we meddle with thele ? 
Why? Truly becauſe they are ugcgſſury, abſa- 


lutely neceſſary to be done by ſome, and the 
Clergy in many places cannot or will not do them. 
To inſtance in one of thoſe duties, Sir, and a 
very principal one, viz. Reproving /in, whether 
in private or in public, ſuppoſe, the {in of drzun- 


denne. According to the confeſhon you your- 


ſelf have juſt made, many of the Clergy cannot 
do this duty. © They cannot, you ſay, with any 


1 decency or propnety, rebuke their  churck- 


* wardens or pariſhioners for reeling about the 
*. ſtreets, leſl the rebuke ſhould be too juſtly re- 


d torted upon themſelves.” Now, Sir, thank 
God, we neither fear, nor have cauſe to fear leſt 
any ſhould retoit upon us in this matter. We 


- are enabled, by his grace, to keep ourſelves 


ſober. But pray, Sir, how is this meddling 


with the Clergy ?“ Were we to do as you ad- 


viſe, were we to lodge informations againſt all. 
of the ſacred office, that walk diſorderly, as, by 


9 y our 


—- 


Juageſt doeft the ſame 
ma 


(. 55. ) 


your, account,” we ſhould have work enongh, 
ſo this would be meddling wich them will! æ. 


* 
— 


ven nce. 


ut you go on, 4 If you mean by not miede?. 


« dling with the Clergy, that it is not your: cuſ- 
+ tom to revile them, that aſſertion is no leſs 
« falſe than the other.“ And are you the perſon; 
Sir, that raiſes ſo great an outcry about giving 
eople the lie? Then, I may ſay to you, in the 
. of St. Paul, Wheretn thou jadgeſl ano- 
ther thou condemne / . or thou thyjelf that 
inge. But how do you 

e it appear that my affertion is falſe? Why, 
you ſay, ** Whenever I have known the Metho- 
« difts gain a new footing in any proce and en- 
ter with a view ot Proſelytiſm, (ſay, Sir, with 
0 a view to call ſinners to repentance) or when 
a freſh Preacher has come among a Becker of 
% them previouſly formed, the general ſubjett of 
4 the primary harangue has been a declaration of 
their own pious intentions, and an affectionate 
«4 lamentation for the general darkneſs' of man- 
« kind in ſpiritual knowledge, and therefore that 


they are come among them to enlighten. them, 
ts take off the film which the Devil has put 
upon them, which is the reaſon way they have 
_ 4 {o long groped about in the darkneſs of ungod- 
« lineſs, but tbat the heavenly powder which they 


„ will, blow into their eyes, will remove this 


«, film, and they will ſee In the _—_ * — 
OW, Dir, alli this 


* belong to their peace.“ 
you peremptorily aſſert, and that, as you would 
have us believe, upon your own knowledge. 


Whenever 1 have known the Methodiſts gain 

„a new footing in any place; or when a freſh”. ; 
Preacher has come among a Society previouſly. - 

„ formed.” Pray, Sir, in. how many places 
have you 4nown the Methodiſts-t0 gain a ne 


. 
2 


looting, 


— EE CCC —— 
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footing, and how-many of their Preachers have” | 


you fat under on theſe occaſions, and when and 
- There have you heard any of them expreſs them 
- ſelves in ſuch elegant language as you here give 
us? Till you inform us of theſe things, and 
ſpecify both time and place, we will take the li- 
herty of ſuſpending aur beſief of the truth of this 
extraordinary. ſtory. . In the mean time, Sir, be 
aſſured that all who know the Methodiſts, have, 
in this one inſtance, proof ſuſſicient that little de- 
endance is io be placed on the truth of your aſ- 
rtions, which: however peremptory, are as ridi- 
culous as they ate unfaunded, * 
But till I aſk, how is this © reviling the Cler- 
gy ?” Why, you ſay, as the bulk of mankind, 
*+ though not learned, are nevertheleſs capable 
of reaſoning by inference—they infer from 
_ 4 ſuch declarations, that is from declarations 
never made, that though the Clergy are ſet apart, 
„ and what is. more, paid. to initruft. them in 
+4 theſe eſſential branches of knowledge, yet that 
they are either blind watchmen and ignorant, 
* qr elſe that they are dumb dogs that cannot 
% bark, or lazy, lying down and loving to ſlum- 
ber, and only looking to their gain.“ And 
pray, Sir, what: inference, then, do you. think 
they will draw from the information you have 
wen chem, reſpeding the behaviour af the 
Clergy at the Viſitations ? I fear they will infer | 
from this, that you broke off your quotation from 
the Prophet too ſoon, and that you ought to have 
added, Yea, they are greedy dogs. which can 
never have. enough ;—They. are Shepherds that. 
cannot under ſland. Came ye, ſay. they, I will 
fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong 
drink, and to-morrow: ſhall. be as this day, and 
much more abundant.” To uſe your own words, 
| 5 * know 


— 


— 4 


; „ 7 

© know not, but in inion this is meddling. - 
„with the G ePit vengeance; ;*' 700 
however undeſigned by you, I conjefture that it 
will greatly tend to © augment the adherents to 
Methodiſm. “ int. af 74 45 

It certainly, Sir, was a moſt true and ingenu- 

ous confeſhon with Which you begun this 2d. 
Leiter, viz. “that your head was not clear, and 
**. that you were not capable of reaſoning with 
* cogency.“ I am amazed, Sir, if you judged” 
it to be your duty to refute what you .call 'my 
* traſh and falſehood,” that you ſhould ſuppoſe 
it would be an offence to the Deity to pray to 
„him for ſupernatural illumination and a ſpirit 
* of diſcernment,” ſince it is manifeſt, that con- 
trary to the high opinion you have of yourſelf, 
« your natural faculties are not ſufficient for the 
e purpoſe.” If ever you ſhould take up the pen 
again, cn on any controverſial bjeth, T- 
would 15 you, _ 2 afraid mou. amed : 
to pray for ſupernatural illumination a fpirit 

of diſcernment 2 2 28 ned — 
a greater degree o e you now poſſeſs. 
And 1 would adviſe you too 70 ſpebd 2 Hale 
more time than you ſeem to have done, in the 
cultivation of your parts. Vou ought at leaſt, 
Sir, to underſtand Grammar, or not pretend to 

become an Author, If a perſon that s ex- 
tempore ſhould ſometimes give Priſcian reaſon 
to complain of a broken head (as you think ſome 
of the Methodiſt Preachers do) it is a pardowable 
fault; but for a Clergyman of the eſtabliſhed 
Church to fit down in his Study and compole a 
book lor the public inſpection, and make fuck: 
maſſacre of his native language as you do, is in- 
deed inexcuſable. There is ſcarce a concord or 

rule of government in the Engliſh —__ e that. 

you have not broken. Participies, Adverbs and 
S g Adjectives, 


appear to 


Ca 
Auhectives, you knock down in ranks, and ſin · 
2 the whole group of Mood and Tenſes. 


ertainly, Sir, till by ſome future publication [þ 


you give us proof that you have. cultivated and 

improved your underſtanding more than you. yet 
— you muſt not pretend to be 

any judge in Literaturec- 2 

I believe you, when you ſay that you conſider 
us as a people Wo! have only ſmall - 1 $64 
% we 


A ſions to learning,“ and that, you ſuppoſe; 


* can boaſt of but very few: converts, who are 
„far emerged from ignorance.' For I preſume, 
it was your perſuaſion of this which inſpired you 
with courage to attack us. But let me tell you, 


Sir, ik 1 had taken no notice of your weak and 
juvenile production, you would not have eſcaped 


without proper animadverſion, We have in our 
Connexion many hundreds, not. to fay thouſands, ' 
well able to cope with you, and expoſe the weak - 
neſs of your argumentation. , And as to our So- 


. cieties in general, though ' compoſed chiefly: of 


the labouring or lower ranks of mankind, yet 
they are adundantly wifer and more Anowing than. 
when they firſt heard us or became Members af 
our Societies; and I may ſay, too, in divine 
things, at leaſt, much wiſer than moſt of their 
neighbours in ſimilar circumſtances. _ And they 
have, at leaſt; the fear of: the Lord, which is the. 
beginning of. wiſdom, and they depart from evil, 
whack ts underſtanding, an attainment, which, 
if we believe the infoimation you have given us, 
too many Clergy even of the eſtabliſhed Church 

have not arrived at. When any ſuch as theſe, 1 
mean ſuch as- yon have deſcribed as aſſembling : 
at the Viſitations, are inveſted with the ſacred - 
oſlice, then indeed, whatever ** modern Jerobos-.. 
am (as you expreſs it) in the Bench of Biſhops : 


mitzht have conſerred ſuch a dignity upon _— : 


* 


1 59 ) 
* are Prieſts of che high-places made of the lo. 
* eſt of the people: For as fin, of any kind, is 


the greateſt degradation of a man or an angel, fo 
of all 22 22 links a man the — , 
I am glad to find you acknowledging (p. 19. 
* that : man .who. underſtands only 


| that one 
„tongue in which he is to ſpeak, if he be well 
aa acquainted with the Scripture, is beiter quali- 
2 = wer mga . than the _ who 
« is a Lingurſt, Philoſopher and Logician, but ig- 
4 . the 1 — of Chriſtianit 5, 
And I think you will allow too, that a man that 
is truly pi0us and virtuous, is in that reſpett, at 
'Jeaſt, better qualified for, and more ſurely called 
of God to the Paſtoral office, than one that is 
vicious and prophane. Now, Sir, it is on this 
ground chiefly that I conſider many of thoſe, the 
validity of whoſe ordination. you queſtion, as be- 
ing beiter 9 or and more 2 called of 
God to the Paſtoral office than many Clergymen 
of the Church of England. They give more ma- 
nifeſt proofs of. their piety and of their acquarn- 
tance with the-Oracles of God. You, Sir, are a 
Clergyman; and I preſume have no doubt of 
your being lawfully inveſted with the Paſtoral 
office. But give me leave to ſay, I much doubt 
whether you — been yet called of God to it. 
For, on the one hand, you give us great reaſon 
to ſuſpect your piety, and on the other, your 
- knowledge of the Scriptures. - The ad. and 6th, 
Pages of your Pamphlet give us no very favour- 
able idea of your grauity and meckneſ3 of wiſdom, 
while the high conceit you have of your own 
natural faculties,” and your ſuppoſing © it would 
** be an offence to the Deity to pray to him for 
* {upernatural illumination and a ſpirit of diſ- 
* cernment,” when diſcuſſing ſubjefts of fuck 
great moment, make us doubt whether you have 
Ms \4 . yet 1 


| 
|. 
| 
t 
| 
{ 
. 


ver alisined any mefture dl that /g buon rag 


and fait towards God, without which piety 18 
% TN EN he 
But independently of this, you betray great 
ignorance of thoſe divine Oracles you undertake 
to explain, and of that evangelical diſpenſation, 
of which you profeſs to be a Miniſter, ' To in- 
ſtance in two very important points. You every 


Where write as only: ng were, ſtrictly ſpeak. 
ing, Pirefts under t ©» e iſpenſa- 
oſpel 


ere thoſe 


tion, and the miniſters of the t 
Prieſis. Hence you carry-us back to the Levttz- 
cal Prieſt. hood (p. 21. and 92 that we may learn 
thence how men are to be called to and 1 
n 


with the ſacred office of feeding and overſeer 7 


the flock of Chriſt ; and even reſer us to the 7t 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews for a con- 


firma ion of your fentiments on this head. Now 


Sir, you might, with full as much propriety, 


have referred us to the firſt Chapter of Geneſis. 


The 7th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
ſays not one word about the ſubjeA to which you 


| = 4 it refers: it relates to the Prigſl· hood of 


Chriſt and that only. And let me tell you, Sir, 
a truth, and a molt important truth, of which, 
nevertheleſe, you ſeem” to be entirely ignorant. 
Under the Chriftian diſpenſation there is no Prieſt 


but Chrift, and it is of his Prieſthood only that 
that of Aaron was typical. I challenge you, Sir, 


or any man to. produce one ſingle text, out of the 
New Teſtament, which gives any; the leaſt hint 
th.t the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſtri ly ſpeak - 


' Ing, are to be conſidered as Priefts. . ey are 


every where ſpoken of under another character, 
viz. as Manifters'of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
my/tertes of God, appointed, not to make atone- 


mient for the fins of the people {which was the 
office of the Prieſts, but to inſtruct, rebuke, = 
wy: a 
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bort and watch over them in love as thoſe that 
muſt give an account. So that your:whole argu- 
ment from the Levitical prieſthood falls to the 


ground, as an imaginary fabric eretted without a 


oundation. 6 . 


Another inſtance of your marvellous. want of 
acquaintance with the Scriptures, is your every 


where taking it for granted that, in the Epiſtles 
ot St. Paul, and the other Apoſtles, By/hops are 
repreſented as an Order above Elders, and indeed 
the highe/t Order in the Church. Timothy and 
« Titus, you ſay, p. 24, were both of them Bi- 
« ſhops, the one over the Church at Ephefus 
« and the other over that at Crete. By vutue 
« of their office as being of the higheſt ſacerdotal 
« di os they were authorized to ſend out 
6 _—_ bourers for the Chriſtian harveſt: but 
„% we have no proof that this power was commu- 
« nicated by either of them, or any other Biſhop 
indiſcriminately, to' thoſe Elders whom they 
« ordained, but was a privilege confined ſolely 
to each Biſhop. in his own province, till he 


vent the way of all fleſh—and then one of the 


« Elders, no doubt, was elected in his Hes 
and thus a regular and duly authorized Piieſt- 
4 rr. has been continued down to the preſent 
64 5.“ , * t . , 


No, Sir, in all this, you talk without book. 


You ſpeak entirely of your own head, and that 
not only without any countenance from Scripture, 
but in expreſs contradiction to repeated teſtimo- 
nies of it, and to the judgment of * the firſt 
* Engliſh Reformers, who according to Mo- 


4 ſheim, admitted but two Orders of Church 


+ officers to be of divine <4 ry viz, Bi- 
„ ſhops and Deacons ; a Preibyter and a Biſhop, 


according to them, being but two names for 
the ſame office.” This indeed is evident to a. 
8 F demonſtration 
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({ 62. ) 5 
demonſtration from ſundry paſſages of the New 
Teſtament, two or three of. which I ſhall here 
adduce. In the 2oth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, where we have an account of St. Paul's 
F> wa charge delivered to the Elders of the 

Church of Epheſus, met together at Miletus, we 
find him. denominating them all, without excep- 
tion, Overſeers or Biſhops, (wrioxexorc) and affirm. 
ing that 2/24 _ Ghoſt had made them /uch. over 
fits flock. And it appears from Acts xiv. 23. 
that they were ſuch as they ordained in every 
eee * N. there any other _ of men 
employed as os, under the es and 
Evengelifls than this, in the jr 2 un- 
leſs we except the Deacons, who were properly 
no more than Sewards, entruſted with the ma- 
9 of their temporal maiters, and certainly 
did not preach by virtue of that office · This ap- 
pears evident from Phil. i. 1. where we read, 
Paul and Timotheus, the ſervants of foes Chri/t, 
10 all the ſaints in Chriſt us which are at Pli- 
lippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons, Here, Sir, 
- the Church at Philippi is repreſented as com- 
prizing only the /atnts, that is, the believers in 
— and the Br/hops and Deacons, Now if 
there were another order, as you ſuppoſe, diſtinct 
from both, viz. that of Elders who were not Bi- 
hops, how happens it that no notice is taken of 
it? That there was no ſuch thing in the Apol- 
tolic Churches, is further manifeſt from the 1ſt 
Epiſtle of Peter chap. v. 1, 9. The Elders which. 
are among you, Texhort, 75 Peter, who alſo am. 


an Elder; feed the flock of. Cod which ts among 

| you, taking the ouerſig ht thereof, micxonely, liter- 

| ally di/charging the office of Biſhops, or:Cverſeers. 
This is ſtill further certain from that paſſage of 
the Epiſtle to Titus already, quoted. For this 

\ cauſe left I thee in Crete that thou ſhouldeſt—or- 


dain 


2 
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( 63 ) | 
dais Elders in every city. , any be Vlameleſ5, 
Sc. for a Biſhop muſt 5 meleſs, Sc. re 
Sir, you-ſee _ that the terms Elder and Bi- 
fog were uſd by the Apoſths indifferent. = 

this point, therefore, you ſhew that you are 

but little acquainted with the Scriptures. And 
as to Timothy and Titus: being both of them 
« Biſhops, the one over the Church of Epheſus 
and the other over that of Crete, where do 
u find this 8 given them in che. New 
eſtament, unleſs in notes ſubjyined to the latter 
Epiſtle to Timothy, and that to Titus, which, yon 
know, are of no authority. It is certain they did 


Hot ſtatedly reſide in thoſe places. They were 


only ſent to them for a time with a view to make 
certain regulations in the Churches, They were 
rather Evangeliſts than Biſhops, an order in that 
age which you overlook, but which is partitu- 
ly mentioned Eph. iv. 11. Theſe were Hinr- 
rants, and travelled to and fro, at the command 
and under the direction of the Apoſties, partly 
with a view to 4 Churches, and paril to 
water thoſe already planted, as alſo to make fuch 
regulations as the Apoſtles thought necellary or 
proper to be made. And you ſeem ertirely to 
ave forgot, what cuts your whole doctrine up 
by the roots, that the former of. theſe perſons, 
_—_ (and if- he why not Titus alſo ?) was 
ordain | by thoſe very Elders, who, you are 
very confident, were of an order quite inferior 
and never ordained any. Neglect not; ſays St. 
Paul, (1 Tim. iv; 14.) the g3ft that is in thee (ti us 
c gerepio},alleg,) the gift of Frate, meaning, un- 
doubtedly, either the office 2t/#{f to which he was 
graciouſly called, or his qualification for i.. 
which was given thee by prophety, with thi laying 
on of the hands of the Preſbytery. Theſe Prei- 
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byters ot Elders, therefore, ordained Timothy, 
who ordained other Elders or Biſhops! « BBY 


But what are we to infer from all this? Why, 
that Ordination with them was a very different 
thing from what it is with you. It was, as 1 
ſaid in my Letters, neither more nor leſs than 

the ſetting apart of perſons, 3 called 
and qualified, for the purpoſe of over/ceing and 
feeding the flock of Chriſt.” And it maitered 
little, nay nothing, by whom this was done, 
Whether by an Apoſtle, Evangeliſt, or Elder, if it 
vere but done by thoſe that were proper judges; 
were the true Servants of Chriſt and already in 
the ſame Miniſtry, having been formerly ſet apart: 
tor the ſame office by others. And this point, 
Sir, I am ready to diſpute with you whenever 
e i le TCH eee 4300 
What therefore renders any man's Ordination 
not 8 or, which is the ſame, null m_ void, 
is 1ſt. and principally his not being proßerly qua- 
li fed, er La ones want of pe Loy — 
or other neceſſary miniflerial gi/is for the office. 
adly, His not being properly called. I chiefly, 
mean / God, by What the Church of England 
terms the motion, or influence of the Holy GHH. 
And gdly, his not, being properly ſet apart tor. 
the work; the perſons who —— this upon them; 
either not being proper judges what qualifications 
are neceſſary, or not being already in the ſaine 
office. Now, Sir, it is on the fir/t arid ſecond 
of theſe accounts, that I object to the validity of 
your Ordination. It _ to me, that you are 

not properly gualiſed tor, nor called to it, as 
being Fal wanting both in piety and knowledge. 
St. Paul, in giving directions to Timothy, re- 
25 this matter, expreſsly prohibits him 
rom ordaining a Striſer, and you, by your own 
conſeſſion, are ſuch. He requires Ub, as mw 

ES d 


=þ „ 
faw above, that the perſorw ſhould be Ilameletn. 
vigilant, ſober, of good bekavioury apt to teach, 
not given to wine, not greetly of falthy lucre, not 
covetous, not a bratler, but' patient, and not a 


- novice; % a young convert, leſt (ſays he 
2 young , left (ſays he) 


being puffed u 22 a notion of his own great 
abilities) he "al into the condemnation of the 
Devil. Now, Sir, how far you anſwer this cha- 
racter your friends and neighbours know better 
than I. Only this I will fay, the things you 
have advanced and the manner in which you 
have expreſſed yourſelf, in this your-firſt publi- 
cation, have made me ſtrongly ſuſpett, that you 
are, I will not ſay a novice or young convert, but 
no ſcriptural convert at all, I mean not horn from 
above, not created ane v in Chriſt Jeſus. But be 
this as it will, I have plainly mamfe ſted that you 
are unacquainted with the Seriptures, in ſome 
very capitaP points, and this, of itſelf, is a ſufſi- 
cient proof of your want of ability for yuur of- 


fice. Now if you be not gualifeed, you cannot 


be called. God never moves any man to take 
upon him this ſacred office that is not qualified 
for it. For he cannot contraditt' himſelf, and 
firſt prohibit a man from an office, by withhold- 
mg the proper qualifications,” and then call him 
to it. So that you may amuſe and divert your 
felf as you pleaſe, Sit, with queſtioning the va- 
lidity of the ordinations of the M-thodi/t Preach- 
ers, and what is 8 and ridiculous, 
thoſe of the various bodies of Diſenters in this 
Kingdom, and of the Reformed Churches, in 
Scotland, in Holland, in America, and divers 
other parts of the earth: - hut it would better be. 
come you to reflect upon yourſelf and aſk your 
on heart whether ou ſpoke the truth, when 
egos arg” - ore the Biſhop, that 
* 


cp 


( 6) | 
you © iru/led you were-moved by the Holy Ghoſt i 
 *Zake upon you that office and miniſtry?” 7 
And, now, Sir, I would here drop the ſubje& 
of Ordination entirely, as having ſaid ſufficient: 
upon it perfectly to overthrow your baſeleſs 
_ fabric, were it not that a few of, your Hints, as 
you call them, are fo, extremely ſingular and 
extraordinary, not to ſay ridiculous, that they 
deſerve to be dragged into a farther light, than 
that in which they ſtand in your Pamphlet, that 
they may meet with that contempt which they 
merit. I had ſaid in my Letters, what, not par- 
| tiality to the Diſſenters, but reaſon and truth ex- 
8 torted from me, that the ordinations of the 
various bodies of Diſſenters, in this kingdom, 
4 are as ſolemn in themſelves and as effeftual to 
«* every purpoſe of ſacred ſervice in the Church 
% of Chriſt, as thoſe of the Miniſters that are 
« epiſcopally. ordained,” On this you obſerve, 
6 11 hat they may be performed with as much ſo. 
& lemnity and decency I do not deny: but that 
is but the ceremonial port of the buſineſs ; 2 
«the important point is how far they are con- 
„ forrmable to the Scriptures, and it they are 
« Authorized to uſe ſuch ceremonials.“ Sir, 1 


ſpoke not of the ceremonial part of the buſineſs 

et all but wholly of the /pirit and nature of it. 

1 ſpoke only of **. /etting apart, for the purpoſe 

« of over/ezing and feeding the flock of Chriſt, 

« perſons properly N and called, by ſuch 
ge 


1. as are proper N15 and are themſelves in the 
1. Ministry.“ Now, Sir, do you call tis the 
1 cCeeremonial part of the buſineſs? The ceremo- 
1 vial part of the buſineſs, is, whether the perſon, 
1 hat performs the olſice of or daining, have the 
== name of a Biſhop, and appear in, what. you call 
' *«* mitred ſupremacy,” and lawn-ſleeves,”” 9 
1 | whether he be ſimply termed an Elder, Paſt - 


Minſter, 


6%) 
Minzſter, or Preacher, and be habited in a Blacks 
goun, a white-ſurplice, or merely in a plain coat 
of black, brown, or any other colour. This, 
Sir, according to Scripture, reaſon, common 
ſenſe, and the uſage of the primitive church, is 
the ceremonial part of the buſineſs, and of no 
kind of conſequence whatever, _ T5431 
And there is another thing too, which, though 
generally uſed by the Apoſtles, Evangeliſts-and 
Paſtors of the firſt churches, yet muſt be ranked 
under the ſame head, and that is the impoſition f 
hands, Even this, Sir, is. not gſential to the or- 
divation or appointment of Paſtors to watch over 
the flock of Chriſt. Paul and Barnabas had 
preached long before they received that ceremony 
at all, as appears from divers parts of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, eſpecially from chap. xiii. 1g. 
And many others, ſuch as pay, vec Philip, Silas, 
and Apollos, probably never had it, I mean for 
the purpoſe of ſetting them apart to preach the 
Goſpel, otherwiſe I know the two former; among 
divers others who never preached, were appointe 
to a temporal office, viz. that of Deacons, or 
Stewards, by impoſition of hands. But you, Six, 
overlooking what is eſſential in this work, the 
ſetting apart for it perſons properly qualified and 
called, dwell altogether on what is circymſtantial, 
and if the perſon ordained be ever ſo ignorant 
and wicked, and if the perſon ordainin A igna- 
rant and wicked too, if he be no judge of the 
qualifications requiſite in a Candidate, nor be 
able to diſtinguiſh a ſheep of Chriſt from a goat ; 
if he be neither called of God to, nor countenanced 
in ſuch an office ; yet it is with you a proper or- 
dination if it be performed. by one that has ob- * 
tained “ mitred ſupremacy,” and wears lawn 
Fre Nay, you affure us © your opinion is, 
ol, 


that thoſe Orders given by a Roman Catholic 
bo TI. | * Biſhop, 


( 68. ) 
« Biſhop, are equally valid with thoſe that ar& 
given by a Proteſtant Biſhop,“ as being, what 
you call Epiſcopal, although the Church of Rome 
is repreſented in the Seriptures as the MornhER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTfi, and an — — from the true faith of 
Chriſt and pure worthip of God. (See Rev. xiii. 
17. and 2 Theſſ. ii. g.) But, to uſe your own 
language (p. 26.) A turbid fountarn cannot ſend 

forth limpid waters.” Þ 
In the mean time, you * flatly deny the ſuf. 
« ficiency of Orders conferred by Diſſenters of 
every denomination,” and that for this curious 
reaſon: None of the inſtitutors of Sects, you 
* fay, had attained Epiſcopal dignity.” Thus 
with one ſtroke of your pen, you unchriſtian all 
the Churches of the Proteſtant Drſſenters in Eng- 
land and Ireland, the Churches of Scotland and 
the Reformed Churches abroad, whether in Hol- 
land, Switzerland, or America. But; Sir, I have 
 ſhewn' you that whoever has attained the dignity 
(io uſe your own expreſſion,) of a Preſbyter or 
lder, ſis alſo obtained thiat of an Overſeer or 
_ Biſhop, of the flock of Chriſt,” and diſprove it if 

u can. Therefore although James Arminius 
* and others of the ſame party never arrived at 
* mitred ſupremacy,” and although © John Wel- 
ley never attained lawn ſleeves,” as you expreſs 
yourſelf, yer they might be endued with as much 

authority, from God, to appoint perſons to 
forth and call ſinhers to repentance, as the Mi. 
tered Biſhops that ordained you, and ſuch uu 
men as you have deſcribed"page the 14th of your 
Pamphlet, and as much fruit may have ariſen or 
may ariſe from the labours of the former as of the 
latter. What fruit there may be of your labours, 
and of the labdurs of ſuch rerling brethren I can. 
not'ſay; How many loſt ſinnerb you have been 
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inflcumental in bringing to tance is beſt 


known, 1 will not ſay to your/elves, (for I fear 
= make little enquiry about it) but to God. 


ut one thing I know, The good done by the 


Preachers ſent out by Mr. Welley is ſo apparent 


and undeniable, that you your/elf, an enemy as 
you ' confeſſedly are, cannot help acknowledg- 


« pay that tribute of approbation to the Metho- 


„ diſts“ (whom p. 26, and 27. you had termed 


a deluded people) to which I really think they 
are entitled, and that is, that they certainly 
% have been inſtrumental to produce a reforma- 


« tion in the morals of many profligate characters 


(particularly in populous neighbourhoods) by 
„ giving them a knowledge of thoſe ſcriptural 
« truths, of which they had otherwiſe remained 


ignorant; and ſo far it muſt be confeſſed they T7 


% have improved the face of Society.“ Th 
ou, Sir, This abundantly outweighs all you 


ave ſaid againſt us. This ſhews, that whatever 
u may think of our miſſion, it has the appro-—- 


ation and ſeal of heaven. It is true, this is 4 
ſmall, a very ſmall part of the truth: but let it 
be obſerved, it is the confeſſion of an enemy, an 


acknowledged enemy, and a confeſſion, Which, 


though he was reluctant to give it, notorious 
facts extorted from him. It therefore goes a 
great way, and muſt be conſidered as an impor- 


tant teſtimony to, at leaſt, a part of the truth, 


and a teſtimony” that is a ſufficient confutation 
of your whole Pamphlet. 


f this you were apprehenſive, and therefore 


entered a caveat againſt it. It may be repre« 


* ſented to mankind you ſay, (ibid.) that if this 
* be admitted by the enemies of Methodiſm, it 
is a tacit, however unwilling, ——— 


, Before I cached (you ſay p. 4. 1 muſt 


— —— nes ag 


| ; 1: } | 
that the Methodiſtic Teachers are not only 
** uſeful, but neceſſary and commendable, But 
this I deny: and, in ſapport of my opinion 
beg leave to refer theſe r. theolo- 
9 | ap InſtruQars to the conſideration of theſe 
ew words in the 1ſt, verſe of the ad. ied 
mean the 6th.) chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to 
the Romans. Shall we continue in fin that 
* grate may abgund.” Your Dune runs 
thus. The Methodiſts have certainly been 
* inſtrumental in producing a reformation in 
** many. profligate characters by giving them a 
* knowledge of thoſe ſcriptural truths of which 
* they had otherwiſe remained ignorant: there · 
fare ] pay them. that tribute. of approbation to 
which they are entitled, But St. Paul Hays, 
Shall te continue in fin that grace may -ebound ? 
therefore I deny that they are either neceſſary or 
commendable, I really think, Sir, if you pro- 
ceed a little further, I ſhall have another reaſon 
$0 give why you want the qualifications fſary 
for a miniſter of- the Goſpel, and therefore were 
neyer called of God to that office. 1 feapx you 
will prove yourſelf wanting in common /en/e. - _ 
:, Your manner of arguing reminds me of ,the 
obſervation, made by a. gentleman, the other day; 
upon peruſing your Pamphlet. Mr. Ruſſel, 
ſaid he, puts me in mind of Aſael purſuin 
2 Abner. His heels are better than his head. 
You, may read the ſory.io the ad, Book of Sa-. 
muel v. 19—2g. and I hope it will be a caution 
10 you hot to, undertake hereafter what is above 
your ſtrength, However be not overmuch 
afraid. 1 will ſhew you more mercy than Ab- 
ner ſhewed that inconſiderate and =* 
youth. Iwill not kill you quite: at leaſt not at 
this, time. But if your raſhneſs and miſtaken 
zeal carry you much further, I will not be an- 
5 ſwerable 
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1 walls for the conſequences. Therefore take 
warning in time, The advice of Horace in this 


cale is excellent and well worthy your attention. | 

3 Sumita materiam, veſtris, qui ſcribitis equam, | 
— Viribus: & verſate diu, quid ferre recuſent | 
— ö valeant humert : cui lecla potenter erit res, 
* ec facundia deſeret hunc, nec lucidus ordo. 
is But to return, as ſome of my readers may ſup- 
n poſe that I deal unfairly with you, and that you 
n never could be ſo unwiſe as to argue from Rom, 
a vi. 4, againſt its being right and eommendable 
h for the Methodiſt Preachers to go on * reform- 
| ing profligate characters 4 contributing to 
0 improve the face of Society,” which you con- 
„ feſs x Ku have been inſtrumental in doing; Iwill 
? ſuffer you to explain yourſelf a little further, and 
C unfold ſtill more your great ſkill in the art of 
No reaſoning. The ſenſe you put upon St. Paul's | 
n words is new and ſingular. No man, you ſay,” | 
* * ſhould continue in the fin of Schi/m, or of un- | 
> * lawfully aſſuming the paſtoral office, merely” | 
u * that the grace of ſpiritual 3 may be | 
4 '* diffuſed by him among the peep e For 
e With whatever ardent zeal ſome men may 
7 pretend to a regard for the everlaſting welfare | 
l. of their fellow creatutes, you think, no perſon | 
5 * who is in his right ſenſes, would enſure, or | 

|. even hazard his own damnation, on purpole 
* to be conducive to the ſalvation of others.“ 
o I wonder, Sir, you did not rather quote Rom. 
2 iii. 8. here the Apoſtle denies the lawfulneſss 
h of doing evil that good may come, and affirms that 
J- the damnation'of thoſe, that hold ſuch a dottrine, * 
t is juſt, I fear your Hints will not ſee a 2d. Edi- 
it tion, otherwiſe I would adviſe you to ſubſtitute” 
n this text inſtead of the other, as being abundantly 
« more to your purpoſe. ” . Ke 
0 20 ut N 
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- But-let me aſk you, Sir, where you learned 
that a man might © enſure or even hazard ſo 
* tremendous a fate, as his own damnation, by 
being conducive to the ſalvation. of others,” 
It is quite a new doftrine to me. I have always 
been taught to believe that there was more danger 
of enſuring this'tremendous fate by negledling and 


 obſtruding, than by attending to and promoting 


the ſalvation of others. And I have; always 
thought too, that it was lawful for any one, that, 
through the divine bleſſing, might be able to ac- 
compliſh it, to turn another from the error of his 
ways, even as any one that 1s able, is at liberty 
to- preſerve life or reſcue perſons from drowning, 
But you, in effect, ſay * if the people are ſo mad 
that they will drown themſelves, let them. It 


. * is their own fault.” Your words, immediately 


following the above curious quotation from 
Rom. vi. 1. (p. 45.) are, Though the zeal of 
* ſome of the eſtabliſhed Miniſters, who are 
* placed in populous pariſhes, may not have 
«« penetrated into thoſe remote corners, where 
the Methodiſts have found a way, yet the Paſ- 
1 tors of the eſtabliſhment are not the only per- 
* ſons to be blamed on this account. The people 
* themſelves are in the fault. They need not 
« periſh through lack of knowledge, but if they 
*, wilt ſeek for the knowledge of their duty, 
* they have means put into their power to attain 
* jt.” This, Sir, is exactly as if you had ſaid, 
Though the diligence of ome of the Phyſicians, 
* who are placed in populous Towns, may not 


lead them to penetrate into thoſe remote cor- 


ners, where the members and friends of. the 
* Humane Society are reſcuing many of his. Ma- 


Ijeſty's ſubjects from drowning, yet the Gentle- . 


* men of the Faculty are not the only perſons to 


be blamed on this account. The people them- 


ſelves 


„„ 

* ſe]ves are in the fault. They need not perifit 
by water, If they will but, keep at a diftance 
* and not fall-or throw themſelves in, they will 
be ſufficiently ſafe,” 

You go on, They have throughout the king- 
dom a regular miniſtry of the word preached; 
and under that they may profit, if they have a 
« diſpoſition to encreaſe in holineſs.” But, in 
the mean time, Sir, what are they to do, who 
happen to be ſituated in pariſhes where there are 
ſuch miniſters ' as you have deſcribed p. 14? 
And what muſt become of them who have rot 
ſuch a diſpoſition, a diſpoſition, which, if man's 
heart be evil from his youth up, ſee Gen. vi. 5. 
and viii. 21, I may venture to ſay none have 
without ſupernatural grace? What muſt become 
of them ? You tell us. If they have not (that 
« diſpoſition) but are determined to continue in 
* jignorance, and follow the ways of fin,” (in 
which, by the by, their Shepherds go before them) 
« their deſtruction is of themſelves, and through 
„their own perverſenels,” or the ignorance, 


; floth or bad example, fay, of thoſe appointed 


to lead and watch over them, they muſt periſh 
accordingly.” In other words, The blind lead 
the blind, and they together fall into the ditch, 
and in the ditch let them lie and periſh togethor, 
rather than that thefe /e{f-ordained theologi 
Inſtructors, ſhould continue to commit the ſin of 


$ Schi/m, either by helping them out or uſin = , 


means to prevent their falling in! You will 
member, however, that you have not yet proved 
* the reforming profligate characters, or in St, 


| James's more 2 and ſignificant e the 


converting a fenner from the- error g 
to be ſchiſin or here 


his wy, 


Ah! Sir, how Aken is the ſpirit manifeſted 
in the above paſſages 3 that of him, -whoſe 


ſervant 
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ſervant and follower you profeſs to be! Who 
laid down his life for the ſheep, and who, as the 
Evangeliſts often inform us, had compaſſion on 
the multitudes, becauſe they fainted and were ſcat- 
tered abroad as ſheep that had no ſhepherd ! 1 
am diſpoſed to ſpare you or I could here find an 
argument much more forcible than any I men- 
iioned before, why you never ought to have been 
made a Shepherd of ſouls. You want compa on 
or and love to them; and but too manifeſtly ſhew 
the w7/dom _ re" of our Lord's obſerva» 
tion, that the e careth not jor the ſheep. 
Leaving you to reflect, Sir, upon the inconſiſt- 
ency of your reaſoning and the .impropriety of 
your conduct, I _ ſubſcribe myſelt, Rev. 
Sir, your well-wiſnher in Chriſt, . 


JOSEPH BENSON. 
ee eu 
EST TER „. 

Rev. SIR, 


LTHOUGH I have already anſwered every 
2 thing in your Remarks that deſerves notice, 
and that much more at large than I at firſt in- 
tended, and therefore might well be excuſed, if 
1 here put a period to my reply; yet, as you 
have thrown out divers unkind hints, which 
however improbable and groundleſs, may be im- 
proved, if ſuffered to paſs. unnoticed, by our 


1 

enemies, to the prejudice of that bleſſed work of c 

reformation, which, you yourſelf have been con- t 

3 ſtrained 8 the Methodiſts have q 
PEI been inſtrumental in effecting in this land, I ſhall ; 
ST ee Tn - therefore > 


— 
* * 
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therefore ſpend a few more pages in refuting the 
moſt material of them. $08, 
The next object of my. inyeſti won e 
« obſerve, p. 29. is your Loyally and profeſſions 
« of attachment to the Government. That you 
« are either averſe to kingly government in 
120 general, (as ſome of the Diſſenters are well 
* known to. be) or have any perſonal antipathy 
« to our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign, in 
« particular, is what I dare not aſſert; and for 
„ ought I know to the contrary you may be firm 
« friends to the form of government now 
© eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, as you profeſs.” 
Why then, in the name of reaſon and religion, 
do you throw out inſtnuations to the contrary ?. 
Where is the love that & Nel, vr that think 
eth, ſuſpeReth, or inferreth no evil, where none 
appears? But Certainly, you ſay, you give 
« ſome room to queſtion your attachment.“ 
What, Sir, although ** for ought you know to the 
6s contrary we may be firm friends to the Govern- 
* ment?” This is one of your many incon- 
ſiſtences. 9 | Ihe 1 
hut proceed and tell us what room we have 
given to queſtion our attachment to the Govern- 
ment? © You inform us, you ſay, that one of 
« the Minutes of your Conference, lift year, 
Was that none of you ſhould, either in writing 
« or converſation ſpeak lightly or irreverently 
„ of the Government under which he lives.“ 
And pray, Sir, how does this prove that we 
% have given room to queſtion our attachment?“ 
I ſuppoſed, eſpecially, 'as it was a public A 
done, in effect, by our whole body, it fully proved 
the reverſe of whe you inſinuate, and left no 
room for Tuſpicion - whaterer. But you ſay 
There is a kind of 7e/uztical reſerve in a word 
« of this ſentence.” I will venture to ſay, Sir, 
| 3 that 


1 


that you are the firſt perſon who found this out: 
and it is an invention worthy of your“ ſpruce 
head.“ What do you mean (you go on) by 
* the word Government g We mean, Sir, what 
every body elſe means by it; The higher, or 


ruling, civil Powers in this or any other nation 


where divine Providence may have caſt our lot. 


As to his kingdom, we mean the form of 


Government eſtabliſhed amongſt us, conſiſting of 
King, 2 — | * | 
But you fay p. go. © if you include every 
branch of it, I think you need not be told that 
++ the Clergy have been deemed in every wiſe 
* Legiſlature as the firſt and moſt important 
4 branch that ſhoots from this trunk.” From 
what trunk, Sir, the trunk of Government? Of 
this you were ſpeaking, and of this it is moſt na- 
tural to underſtand you, your meaning therefore 


is The Government, conſiſting of King, Lords 


* and Commons, is a Trunk out of which grow 
divers branches. The fit and moſt important 
Jof theſe branches is the Clergy,' It appears by 

this, Sir, that, ſtriftly ſpeaking, the os are 
net a part of what you call“ the trunk of Go. 


vernment,“ but only a branch growing there- 


from ? Or, if you ſpeak more at large, and fix 
no particular idea to the word 77unh, but conſider 
the Government, as conſiſting of three grand 
branches, united, ſome way, in one root, then 
you affirm, 1ſt, that the. Clergy are the firſt and 


mg important branch of the government, and 


adty, that they have been deemed ſuch in every 
i" 4 legiflature. Now, Sir, if this latter be. your 
meaning, then I muſt _ deny both parts of 
your propoſition. The Clergy are not the 
50 firſt and moſt important branch of the Civil 
« Goyernment, eſtabliſhed in this kingdom ;" 
but the King is that branch: and I deny 2 
i | k 
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that they are * deemed fuch by every wiſe legi- 
« ſlature,” unleſs you can prove that ours is a 
fooliſh one. If the former be your meaning, if 
the Clergy be but a branch, growing from the 
trunk of Government, then, tor. any thing that 
you advance to the contrary, that trunk might 
remain entire even ee that this branch 
ſhonld prove ſo rotten as all, or 22 part of it, 
to fall off. Perhaps there might be virtue enough 
in the ftock to emit other and more /ound 
branches. ; | 3 
But proceed, Sir, in your argument, and ſhew 
that we have given room to queſtion our attach- 
ment to Government. * If you have not prated 
„ againſt us, (you ſay) with malicious words 
« have 22 written againſt us? Have you 
« not lifted up the ſlanderous weapon to wound 


this important branch?“ viz. the Clergy. The 


flanderous weapon ? No Sir, I defy you or any 
man te ſhew that I have ſaid a ſyllable more than 
is true. I knew, Sir, that the Biſhops fit in the 
Houſe of Lords, and that, in conjunction with 
the Peers of the Realm, they are one of the 
three branches of Government; but 1 never 
knew nor heard before that the Arch-deacons, 
Deans, Rectors, Vicars and Curates, and among 
the reſt, the Curate of Pexſhore were all branches 
of the Legiſlature, and Government of this 
Land, and that for any man to intimate, that 
ſome are admitted into and continued in their 
Order, who are not ſo holy as the ſacred office 
requires, is to write againſt the Government and - 
lift up a flanderous weapon io wound a 
„ branch” of it. I fear, Sir, as being you 
think the firſt and ng important branch of the 
Government, you want to enjoy a privilege 
which none of the other branches enjoy or 


| Widh for, and that is, the privilege of di/gracing 


G 3 your 
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ur profeſſion by an ungodly and, wicked life, 
— yet that 23232 Would be accounted 
ſo ſacred that no man ſhall be permitted to in- 


ſinuate that you do evil. And, no wonder, for, 


by your own confeſſion, you have your Orders 
from Rome, where the. Clergy have long been 
accounted inviolable. | 
But, Sir, I can eaſily ſettle this point with 
vou. When you have ſhewn us that your in- 
forming the nation that at the Vi/attons the 
* Clergy eat and drink ſo far beyond the bounds 
of temperance, that they cannot with any de- 
« cency or . rebuke their Church-War. 
dens and Pariſhioners for reeling about the 
 * ſtreets, leſt the rebuke ſhould be too juſtly 
© retorted upon themſelves,” is not writing 
againſt the x eBay then will 1 alſo, in my 
turn, ſheẽ you how. nothing I have advanced 
can be conſtrued in that light. But © in plain 
* terms you ſay (p. 31.) have you not vilified 
and traduced a reſpectable body of men ?“ 
No, Sir, not at all. Some of them, if we believe 
you, traduce and vilify themſelves, and that to 
ſuch a degree that they are aſhamed. to do one of 
the moſt important parts of their duty; they are 
aſhamed to reprove their drunken Church War. 
dens and Pariſkioners ; but I have not traduced 
and vilified them. But have you not repreſen.” 
ted them to the world, as a * claſs, the great 
* majority of whom do not fee] inwardly that 
« love for a crucified Saviour which the Societ 
of Methodiſts do find working in their hearts. 
This, Sir, is your own 2 language: it is 
not mine, as may eaſily be ſeen by turning to the 
44th page of my Letters, 1ſt. Edition, to which 
you feter us for a proof of the truth of your ob- 
ler vation. And is this, Sir, the beſt proof you 
can produce of my vilifying and traducing the 
| _ Clergy? 
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Clergy ?. Then how innocent am I in compariſer 
of you? eſpecially, conſidering the honourable 
teſtimony I repeatedly bear to the — 


ih, and vir tue of many in different parts of 
ingdom |! | 


ut you accuſe the doQtor with exciting a 
Mob,” accuſe him with exciting ! Poor Priſcian | 
how this © modern young Cleric“ breaks 
Head again! I preſume, Sir, you mean 4 I ac- 
* cuſe him of exciting a Mob,” Certainly, Sir, 
the mob roſe in conlequence of his preaching 
his Sermon in ſeveral of the Churches of Oxford 
And let him deny it who can. But “certainly 
«+ you ſay, you ſometimes throw off the ſanctity 
* of your character, or you would never uiter 
„ expreſſions which a drunken Bargeman would 
„ not have the audacity to aſſert.” Sandtity of 
character, as you exprels it, however it may be 
with you, is not with me an endowment which 
can be put off and on, at pleaſure. * He (you 
are ſure) would not have called the Clergy (you 

mean the drunken Clergy) Servants of the Devil.” 
Perhaps not : in calling them ſo, -he would have 
called k:m/elf ſo. But where have I called the 
Clergy Servants of the Devil? Certainly not in 
p- the 26th, to which you refer, nor in any other 
part of my Book. But yqu ſay, if not in ex- 
« preſs words yet certainly by implication.“ 
Nay, Sir, if % be all, then you are as deep in 
the mud, as the Proverb is, as I am in the mire; 
For if ke that committeth /in be of the Devil, as 
St. John teſtifies, and if, kts /exvants we be whom - 
we obey, as St. Paul declares, and thoſe be of 
thetr Father the Devil who do his works, as Jeſus 
Chiift bears witneſs, then whoſe ſervants . have 
you called them, who have placed them. before 
our eyes, high and low, young and old, one with 
another, as reeling through the ſtreets * 
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their drunken Church-Wardens and Pariſhioners 


and whoſe fervant have you repreſented yourſelf 
to be where you declare you will knock a man 
down chat gives you the lie? Not the ſervant of 
him, I preſume, who ſays, [f any man /mite thee 
on one cheek, turn to him the other alſo,  _ 
But I objett (you ſay) to that diftatorial ſpirit 
which inſtead of modeſtly ſtating your opinion, 
aſſumes the imperious language of the unſubdued 
mind that is fond of power, and ſays, * Go from 
„place to place and preach as they do.“ I am 
not afraid, Sir, left any unprejudiced perſon, who 
is at all * yaraoes with the various figures of 
ſpeech, and who reads thoſe and ſuch like ex- 
preſſions in connection with the context, ſhould 
dr ſe they proceeded from a dictatorial Spirit. 
Indeed I was not dictating at all. I was only. 
putting Dr. T-—, you and other enemies of 
the Methodiſts, into a way to effect, what you 
have ſo much at heart, viz. to ſtop their further 
progreſs. If you would do this, I ſay, Go forth 
— preach as they do. But © I here, you ſay, 
* expreſs my abhorrence both of the manner and 
* matter of this ſentence,” a ſentence, however, 
which; both as to the manner and matter of it, is 
cloſely connefted with, and indeed makes a part 
of © the very excellent Counſel,” as you term it, 
which a little after (p. g5.) you ſay, I have 
„ given the Clergy, for enabling them to the. 
* eſſettual diſcharge of that vocation, whereunto 
* they are called.” Here, however, you ex- 
s your abhorrence both of the matter and 
manner of it! And why? I fear, becauſe it 
comes too cloſe to your heart, and reproaches 
you for your indolence and floth in the ſacred - 
work of ſaving fouls. 2 x 
Lou go on (p. 33.) © Itinerant Preaching is 
« neither requiſite nor proper, in any country 
5 * where 


— 


—— — av 
* 
. 
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„ where rien is the eſtabliſhed Religion. 
Lac Fonoy I pre * _ | 2 , 2 
riſtians an act of ure ut 
where is chat country A what —_ of the 
globe does it lie? Is it in the torrid, in the fri- 
gtd, or in one of the temperate Zones ? Where 
is the place where repentance, faith, and holine/s, 
the mind of Chriſt and image 7 Cod, in other 
words, C riſtianity, is eſtabliſhed by the Govern- 
ment, and people univerſally or generally love 
God and their neighbours, and walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith they are called, by virtue 
of Acts of Parliament? Ah, Sir, here you mani- 
feſt that you have read my Letters, and what is 
more, have read the Liturgy, Articles and Homi- 
Ges of our Church, nay and even the Scriptures 
to little purpole. You know not yet what Chriſ- 
tianity is] You have not yet learned that , an 
man hath not the Spirit of Chrift he is none of has. 
Chriſtianity the youu religion] Alas, Sir, it 
is yet but poorly eſtabliſhed, if we believe the 
account you have given of the conduct of its 
prime Miniſters, even when they aſſemble toge- 
ther to conſult about its intereſts ! Wi 
You go on, It ef. be both neceſſary 


« and expedient in thoſe parts of the Globe 
% which be in darkneſs, and where we wilh to 
*« diſſeminate the ſeeds of the Goſpel.” Then, 
Sir, it is neceſſary in England, which, according 
to what you, yourſelf, have more than once con- 
feſſed, lies in darkneſs, if fin or ignorance be 
darkneſs, * But, you proceed, where the foſter- 
* ing hand of power hath cheriſhed its growth, 
« till its branches cover the land ;" that is, till 
wiſdom, piety and virtue; till faith, hope, love, joy, 
peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, fidelity, 
meekne/3 and temperance ; till holineſs and haßpi- 
8e/s cover the land; © there it does not want the 

care 
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care and ſkilt-of the itinerant hutbandman,” 
mt Sir, but where is chat "happy nation ? 
ay do ou know a City, Town, Pariſh, or even 
Village m the Kingdom. where this is the caſe ? 
If you do and will point it out, I will allow that 
the regular Servants of the Vine ard,” (as you 
term the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed hurch) oh 
* be ſufficient to manage and culture the Vine, 
in that place. But obſerve they muſt not be 
ſuch as you have deſcribed; 2 who eat _ 
drink with the drunken wt reel through the 
ftreets like Bacchanalians. Theſe, Sir, are not 
the © regular ſervants of the Vineyard, ke but very 
irregular ones, Who have not entered in at the 
right door, but have climbed over the wall, (I 
mean who have entered into the ſacred office 
* Chriſt's permiſſion or authority) not with 
a view to © culture the Vine,“ but to eat the 
. grapes and drink themſelves drunk with the 
wine. | 
I am lad, Sir, that you are _— to confeſs 
that: « mode of conveying the knowledge of 
« Chriſt by itinerant Preaching is in conformity 
« to the practice of the Apoſtolic Teachers, who 
vent about preaching the Goſpel from 
* city, confirming the fouls of the diſeiples nd 
G exhorting them to continue in the faith, Acts 
"xiv. 22. By this you ſee, Sir, that they tra- 
velled from place to place, not only to fow. the 
tl /eeds'of Goſpel truth, and plant the vine of 
ſtianity Yi — to water _— was planted. 
« "But 4.) if this preaching from place to 
« — 953 been an eflemial — of the > Goſpel 
„ miniſtry.” Did 1 "no it 5 Certainly 1 
did not. Many thin 9 — and uſe- 
415 which are not 3 bal pro a bfotuely necef. 
| (You'go on) * and to continue throughout 


« all ages, it is unaceountable to me that =_ 
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all thoſe pious and learned men who Aavelived 
* (you ſhould ſay, who lived) during the laſt 15 
* or 16 Centuries, ſhould never have been o 
that opinion and ated (you mean again, nor 
have ated) accordingly.” To ſay nothing of 
the ancient Fathers, many in Europe, ſince the 
light of the Reformation dawned, did travel from 
Place to place, yea from country to country, to 
diffuſe the knowledge of Chriſt crucified, I only 
mentioned one of the moſt eminent of theſe, viz, 
Mr. Bernard Gilpin, in my letters to Dr. 1—; 
but divers others of the Reformers, both at home 
and abroad might be named as examples, more 
or leſs remarkable, of the Tame kind, 

| Nay, even among the Members of the Church 
of Rome, itinerant preaching is encouraged and 
frequently praftiſed 1n foreign parts. Me. Flet- 
cher mentions one inſtance of this kind in a 
Leiter dated Nyon, Sept. 25, 1778, and addreſſed 
to James Ireland, Eſq; (See Poſthumous Pieces 
of the late Rev. Mr. Fletcher, publiſhed by the 
Rev. Melvill Horne, p. 226.) * Paſſing through 
a par: of the vale (ſays he) which belongs to th 
King of France, I ſaw a prodigious concourſe of 
people, and ſuppoſed they kept a fair, but was 
agreeably ſurprized to find it was three Miſſiona« 


tries who went about, as itinerant preachers, to 


help the regular Clergy, They had been there 
already ſome days, and were three brothers, who 
reached morning and evening. The evening 
er vice opened by what they call a Conference. 
One of the Miſſionaries took the pulpit, and the. 
Pariſh Prieſt propoſed queſtions to him, Which 
he anſwered at full length and in a very edifying. 
manner, —The method was admirably well calcu- 
lated to draw and fix the attention, of a mixed 
multitude. This conference being ended, ano- 
ther. er took n en 

; ur 


#1 
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our Lord's deſcription of the day of judgment. 


Before the fermon, all thoſe who, for the preſs, 
could kneel, did, and ſung a French Hymn uo 
beg a bleſſing upon the word; and indeed it was 
blefſed. An awful attention was viſible upon 
moſt, and for a good part of the diſcourſe, the 


voice of the Preacher was almoſt loſt in the cries. 


and buter wailings of the audience. I have ſeen 
but once or twice congregations as much affetted 
in England.” | 
Lou ſee by this quotation, Sir, from one of 
his Letters, that Mr. Fletcher was no enemy to 
field or itinerant Preaching. You however, un- 


happily for your cauſe, have thought proper to 


produce him as ſuch. Beyond all doubt, you 


** ſay, many have been as well qualified for ſuch 
** labours, as John Weſley, or any of his Society. 


- 


Of many inſtances that might be enumerated, 
* I ſhall adduce only one, of a modern date, and 


* that was the truly pious John Fletcher of 
ſhire. The moſt improper 
choice you could have made. Mr. Fletcher 


* Madeley in Shrop 


preached in private houſes in all parts of his own 
and neighbouring Pariſhes, where he could gain 


acceſs; received the Methodiſt Preachers ao lodge 


and preach in his houſe regularly once a foit- 
night or oſtener: built a Preacking-houſe, to be 
occupied by himſelf and them conjointly, in 
Madeley-u ood, and preached in the private houſes 


and Chapels of the Methodiſts throughout the 


kingdom, wherever he came, and that during 
the whole time that intervened between his firit 
taking Orders and his death. Nay, and what is 
more, kept private meetings for chriſtian con. 
verſation and prayer, and formed Societies, pre- 
ciſely as we do. ; ey 

| I preſume, Sir, had you known this before, 


you would have been more ſparing in your com- 


mendations 
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mendations of this man of God, The memory, 
you aſſure us, of his virtues is now deeply en- 
«« graven- on the hearts of many of his Parifhio- 
« ners, and the conſolation of his doctrine many 
< have already experienced in their dying hours. 
All this is true, Sir, and abundantly more than 
you, probably, ever heard concerning him, or 


would believe if related by ever ſuch credible - 


witneſſes : notwithſtanding that you verily be- 
lieve, you ſay, that more ſincere and genuine 
+ piety circulated through the leaſt of his fingers, 
though he died young, than everflowed through 
1 Mr. Woſley's heart, during an interval of four. 


„ fſcore years.“ How far your faith in this in- 


Nance may be built on a ſolid baſis I am not ſure. 


For how much genuine piety might circulate 
through the leaſt of Mr. Fletcher's fingers, durin 

his comparatively ſhort life, and how mackikeoigh 
Mr. Weſley's heart during his life of 89 years, I 
cannot ſo much as e having no certain 
er to proceed upon. I can only ſay that, 


rom my long acquaintance wita Mr. Fletcher, 
and the many moſt Aind and reſpedful things he 
was continually dropping from his lips and from 


his pen, reſpetiing Mr. Weſley, I am ſatisfied 
he would not have thanked you for making the 
compariſon. | —_ 

It you wiſh to know his ſentiments of Mr. 
Wefley, after a molt intimate acquaintance with 
him for many years, read his Checks to Antino- 
miani/m. As you may not be able to get a ſight 


of them ſoon, I will tranſcribe a Paragraph from 


the firſt of them, termed The Vindication of the 
Ney. Mr. Weftey's Minutes of the year 1770. 
Alter aſſuring us p. 9: that © for above 16 years 
bn — this was written in 1770) he had heard 
*. him frequently in his (Mr. Wefley's) chapels 
uy ent” eee oy) 
, h 66 an 
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. 
» 


« an familiarly converſed 'and correſponded | 


with him, and often peruſed his numerous 
«« warks in proſe and verſe; in p 96. he ſpeaks 
as follows. One word about Mr. Weſley and 
++ I have done. Of the two greateſt, and mot 
„ uſeful Miniſters 1 ever knew, one is no more. 


„ (Mr. Whitheld.) The other, after amazing 


« Jabours, flies flill with unwearied diligence 
through the three kingdoms, calling ſinners to 
„ repentance, and to the healing fountain of 
« Jeius' blood. Though opprelled with the 
„weight of near 70 years, and the care of near 
% thirty thouſand ſouls, he ſhames till, by his 
„ unabated zeal and immenſe labours, all the 
« young. Miniſters in England, perhaps in 
” Cheillendam. He has generally blown the 
„ goſpel-trump and rode 20 miles before n,olt of 
„ the Profeſſors, who deipiſe his labours, have 
« left their downy pillows, As he begins the 
* day, the week, the year, ſo he concludes them, 
« ſtill intent upon extenſive ſervices for the glory 
ol the Redeemer and the good of ſouls. And 
* ſhall we lightly lift up our pens, our tongues, 
„ our hands againſt him? No, let them rather 
forget their cunning. If we will quarrel, can 
« we find nobody to fall out with, but the Mt- 
„ niſter upon whom God puts the greateſt 

© honour ? ?? 133 
Such is the opinion, which Mr. Fletcher, 
whom you ſeem ſo much to admire, had of him 
whom you revile as an Enthuſiaſt, a perſon of 
an haughty ſpirit, and a dealer in old women's 
zales (p. 34.) AndI 2 Sir, Mr. Fleicher 
was as goon a judge of men and manners as you 
are, and a little better acquainted with the vene- 
| rable perſon, whom you, a bold youth of yeſter- 
day, of little learning, and, I fear of leſs religion, 
go out of your way to make a blow at, becauſe, 
. 57 forſooth, 
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forſooth, he is now dead, and you think yon can 


abuſe. him with ſafety. But, Sir, Mr. Weſley 
had fnends that loved him, and a ſufficient num- 
ber of them remain alive to chaſtiſe ſuch inſolence 
as yours, But to return. He (you ſay, Mr. Flet- 
cher) inſtead of being impelled by the ambi- 
tious hopes of being a Leader of a numerous 
+ Sett, or prompted by wild enthuſiaſtic notions 
of becoming a general Reformer, thought he 
„ ſhould be fulfilling his duty in as acceptable a 
manner to God, by a regular, conſcientious and 
** zealous regard to the diſcharge of his obliga- 
tions, as a Pariſh Prieſt, as if he compalled 
* ſea and land to make proſelytes.” 

Mr. Fletcher, Sir, was as zealous, to the full, 
to make proſelytes, as Mr. Weſley, and proſe- 
Iytes of exadly the ſame hind, and to the /ame 
cauſe, proſelytes from /in to T1ghteoufne/s, and 
from Belial to Mriſt, and to accompliſh this de- 
ſirable end, leſt no means, whatever, untried. 
He, in a ſenſe, compaſſed ſea and land; not 
confining himſelf even to this Kingdom, or to 
the Britiſh dominions, but uſing all his endea- 
vours to ſpread the Redeemer's intereſt in France, 
in Switzerland, and other paits of Europe. And 
if you diſcharge your duty as a Pariſh Praeft, (to 
uſe your own unſcriptaral expreſſion) I will not 
ſay as he did, for that I am ſure is not to be ex- 
Hap from you, but in any way that bears the 
eaſt reſemblance, however diſtant, to the man- 
ner in which he diſcharged his, as you will be 


highly approved of by the Methodiſts, ſo you 


will not long eſcape being ſtigmatized as one 
yourſelf, and even as an itinerant Preacher. And 


as you have read, you ſay, the Portrait of St. 


Paul, and it appears it has made ſo much impreſ- 
10n upon you, as to raiſe in your mind an high 

eſt-em for its Author, and as by reading my Let- 
|, & os ters, 
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ters, you have conceived a great deſire to par - 
take of my likeneſs,” I am not without hopes, 
(for nothing is impoſſible with God: he is well 
able to open the eyes of the blind,..and cauſe the 
heart of the raſh to under ſtand knowledge,) but 
we ſhall ſee your name upon the liſt of Methodiſt, 
- 1tinerant Preachers, by and by. | 
I am the more encouraged to hope for this, 
as I find, in reading a little further, you highly 
approve of the advice I ventured to give thoſe 
lergy who wiſh to put a ſtop to the further pro- 
greſs of Methodiſm, the ſubſtance of which ad- 
vice was, that they ſhould imitate the Methodiſt 
Preachers in, their preaching and /abours. To 
this advice, however you have one ebjeetion. 
From your words, (yu fay, p. 36.) not a dnubt 
remains, that you mean the diſcourſe ſhould be 
delivered extempore. Here I differ with you, 
„ thoug*. very probably, at firſt ſight, many of 
„ my readers may he of your opinion For a 
man to be thoroughly qualified for an extem- 
*« pore Qrator, in matters of theology, requires 
Lifts and endowments that fall to the ſhare of 
but very few.” True, and therefore, however 
certain it is that preaching extempore is the moſt 
excellent way for thoſe that are qualiſied for it, 1 
hy no means adviſe you to attempt it, being ** well 
convinced,“ as you yourſelf are, „that you 
* would only advance a 7umble of Crudities.“ 
*« You might indeed, you think, (p. 39.) be able 
to find words enough to keep your tongue in 
action, but then you fear” (and no doubt you 
have ſufficient reaſon for 10 * the thoughts 
would not be worth liſtening to, unconnected, 
* vague and nugatory.” This is granted, Sir, 
aud therefore, for your credit's ſake, I truſt you 
will not attempt to utter a ſentence in this way, 
nnleſs you previouſly commit it to memgty. This 
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you might do, and thereby have all the glory of 
an extempore ſpeaker, without the diſgrace 
utterring nenſenſe. Then, Sir, you too might 
force people into a belief of your great abilities,” 
and have the pleaſure, which you think extem- 
pore Preachers have, of hearing yourſelf © ex- 
* tolled and praiſed as a very fine man, that can 
talk better off book, than moſt Parſons can 
„with their book before them.” 

In the mean time, Sir, you muſt comfort your- 
ſelf with thinking that you have ſo much“ ſenſi- 
* bility an your frame,“ if not “ piety in your 
* ſoul,” that you can preach (you mean read 
* with fervency, the ſermon which you have 


either compoſed in your cloſet, or even tran- 


{ſcribed from ſome app:oved Author.” For, 
* for your own part you know yourſelf capable 
„ol delivering a written diſcourſe in a manner 
that ſhall both edify your heaters and impreſs. 
them with principles of devotion to God and 
love to mankind.” So that, ——— 
the air of gaiety you give yourſelf p. 6. we mu 

take care how we confound you wuh E 


The things that mount the roſtrum with a ſkip, 
And then ſkip down again: pronounce a Text: 
Cry, Hem, and reading what they never wrote, 
Juſt fifteen minutes, Fuddle up their work 
And, with a we:l-bred whiſper, cloſe the ſcene.” 


Perſuaded, thereſore, that it would be doing. 


your congregation and the world (tor no doubt, 


you will communicate the knowledge of your art 
to others) a real 3 to uſe any endeavours to 
draw you from a practice in which you are fa 
reat a proficient, and by which, without troub- 
ing God for the aid of ſupernatural. grace, you 
do kim and your fellov creatures ſuch 7fential 
H 3 icryjce,. 
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Tervice, I ſhall forbear adding any more on the 


ſubje& of extempore Preaching, but ſhall refer 
thoſe who have not your extraordinary talent at 
reading, and who may be prejudiced in favour 


of the method praftiſed by John the Baptiſt, by 


Feſus Chriſt, by his Apoſtles, Prophets, Evange- 
(ſts, and the firſt Paſtors of the flock of Chriſt, 
as well as by the moſt eminent Miniſters of the 
Word in all nations and ages, almoſt, except our 


oven, to a little Pratt, entitled Reading no 


Preaching, and to a Treatiſe juſt publiſhed, en- 
titled, The pradtice of extempore Preaching re- 
commended, Sc. by a Clergyman of the Church 
of England. Theſe, Sir, they will find a ſufhctent 
anſwer to Biſhop Bull's Sermon, wiiich you re- 


commend, and to your own obſervations on this 


{ubjett. | | 
And now, Sir, when ] have called the atten- 


tion of your readers to that wonderful ingenuity 


of yours, whereby “ reaſoning analogically,” 
(ſee p. 20.) you deduce (p. 40.) the cloven fort | 


of Satan, from the cloven tongues of fire, and 
have diſcovered, contr he _ meaning 


of my words, that I hayc aſſerted, in the 56th - 
page of my Letters, in/oppoſition to my former 
intimations reſpetting the depravity of the eſta- 


| bliſhed Clergy, that © there are not a dozen 


« Pariſhes in all the kingdom where the Church 
% Miniſters are notoriouſly wicked,” and incul- 
cate *:doftrines of a dangerous tendency ;” I 
ſhall paſs on to the 41ſt page of your Hints, that 


1 may endeavour to remove a part, at leaſt, of 


the 4/loniſiment you are there in, © that mankind 

% ſhould be ſo deluded as to follow the Miniſtry 

« of theſe men who are only hal/-mini/ters. 

« you are competent, you ſay, to preach the 

*« word of God, year after year, certain'y yon 

„ muſt be to adminiſter iu the moſt any os - 
: Hes 
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te fices of that religion rofeſs to teach.” 
True, Sir. and bro popu Does it follow be- 
cauſe we are competent for it, that therefore it is 
expedient and neceffary we ſhould do it? But 
you aſk, * Why do you refuſe to convey this 

means of fanctification to your followers ?“ 
Why ? Out of reſpect to you and the reſt of 


the eſtabliſhed Clergy, and that we may ſeparate 


from you as dle as poſſible. In other words, as 
I obſerved in the very paſſage which you have 
Jaſt quoted from my Letters, and to which if you 
had attended, you would not have needed to 
make this enquiry, © that our Societies may, at 
all opportunities communicate in the eftabliſh- 
* ed Church,” from which as we do not diſſent, 


fo we wiſh to withdraw from it no further than 


is abſolutely neceſſary. | 
But I don't wonder you ſhould aſk ſuch a queſ- 
tion, who are ſo little acquainted with our doc- 
trine, diſcipline, plan, and whole economy, as to 
charge us with the fin of Schiſm, and entitle your 
book, Hints to Methodiſts and other Diſſenters. 
The Methodiſts, in general, Sir, whatever they 
may hereafter become in conſequence of the re- 
pioach, inſults and injuries they receive from 
fome of the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church, are 
Diener. They do not diſſent 
from the principle doctrines, nor diſapprove of 
the ſervice of the Church. They, would not even 
licence their Preaching-houſes, nor would their 
Preachers take licences under the Toleration AF, 


were they not compelled to it for their ſecurity. 


They dient only from the corrupt and heteroge- 
wioka — brought in, here and — by 


many of the Clergy, doctrines unknown to the 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of our Church, 


and from the ungodly lives of its Members. 
Hence it is that they do not ſet up altar 4 
tar, 
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altar, but, in general, have ſtill recourſe to the 


Clergy of the Church of England for the o:di. 
nances of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, not 
becauſe they judge their own Preachers, who 
diſpenſe to them the word of God, incompetent 
for theſe lower offices, but in order that they 
may no: depart from the eſtabliſhed Church a ſtep 
further than is neceſſary, And, I truſt, our people 
and preachers, in general, unmoved by ſuch ig- 
norant and low abuſe as yours, will abide ſtill in 
the old way; and regardleſs what opinion you, 


and thouſands more of the Clergy and Laity may * 


have of us, whether you account us A- Miniſters, 
or no Miniſters at all, will ſtill go ſteadily on en- 
deavouring to bring loſt ſinners to God, and to 
diffuſe true and v.tal godlineſs through the land, 

The Lord, we are well aſſured, hata not ſent 


us primarily, if at all, to baptzze others, who 


are not called, like us, to go into the high ways 
and hedges, are ſufficiently qualified to perforw 

that office. And as to the Lord's Supper, how- 
ever divine and ſolemn an ordinance, and how- 
ever neceſſary to be attended by the followers of 
Chriſt, yet it cannot, perhaps, be eaſily ſhewn 
from the New Teſtament that Chriſt hath made 
it a Minter's abſolute duty to adminiſter i-, (al- 


though he hath made it the duty of his people 


to receive it) or that the preſence of a Miniſter is 
of -ntially neceſſary at the adminiſtration of it. 
ut that à J1/pen/atiqn of the Goſpel is committed 
unto us, we know, and woe be to us if we preack 
not the Goſpel! For pn the knowledge of this 
depends the ſalvation of mankind, but 1t-do-s not 
depend on the ordinances being adminiſtered by 
this or that deſcription of men. And the Lord 
hath crowned our endeavours with amazing ſuc- 
cefs, and that in the ſmall ſpace of little more than 
| halt a century. You have been conſtrained, as 
we 


r 
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we have ſeen, to bear a feeble and fcanty teſtis 
mony, in this your mixture of ſcurility and abnſe, 
to the good God has done by us. But a Pamphlet 
publiſhed lately at Carliſle by Mr. A. Robinſon, - 
a ſhanger to us, gives in a few words, a much 
juſter account of this matter. After obſerving, 
p- 149. that © the ignorance of the loweſt orders 
of the people in religious matters is * noto- 
* rious in this kingdora, where two millions a 

«« year are paid for their inſtruction,“ he adds, 
The Methodiſts, have, in the laſt fifty years 
inſtructed more of the lower orders of the pco- * 
* ple in the obligations of Chriſtianity, and have 
called more from grols vice to piety and vir- 
tue, than the Church has ever done ſince the 
** Reformation, Yet the Clergy for their ſer- 
* vices, have been paid during that period, by 
* the ſtate, four hundred Millions, Sterling, 
* while the Methodiſts, have not coſt Govern. 
** ment one farthing, but have been treated with 
* inſult and contempt by both Biſhops and Stateſ- 
men. The Methodiſts ſeem willing to put the 
* whole on the iſſue of this enquiry, Is there a 
& future ſtate ?” 

Yes; we are willing to put the whole on the 
iſſue of this enquiry. That there is a future ſtate 
we are well aſſured, and therefore (1 Tim. 1v. 10) 
both to labour and ſuffer reproach, becauſe we 
truft in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe. Being re- 
oiled (1 Cor. iv. 12.) we bleſs, being perſecuted 
we ſuffer it, being defamed we intreat, and though 
made as the filth of the world and the offscouring 
of all things unto this day, we take it patiently, 
Knowing that all things work together y good to 
them that love God, and that he is not unrighteous 
to forget our work and labour of love, which he 


inclines and enables us to ſhew towards his name. 
We 
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We are only aſhamed that we do and ſuffer /5 
little; and purpoſe, through divine grace, to 
give ſtill greater diligence, to fave our own ſouls, 
and thoſe that hear us, deſiring to be ffedfaft, un- 
moveable, and always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as we know that our labour 
ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


I remain; Rev. mn f 
| Your Friend and Servant in Chriſt, 


JOSEPH BENSON, 
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